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Brian Anderson
DOB: Aug. 15, 1993 | 5-9, 175 lbs

As the oldest participant in the ProHybrid Training USHL Prospects 
Tour, the bar was set pretty high for Brian Anderson. But despite the 
lofty expectations, he performed and responded with a professional and 
mature attitude, both on and off the ice, all weekend long. 

Brian entered the prospects camp after a tough “up and down” season 
playing for the Maple Grove Energy in the Minnesota Junior Hockey 
League. He finished the regular season with a 13-11-0 record, a 3.85 
goals-against average, and a .892 save percentage. 

“I felt that I played the very best that I could to help get the team a win,” 
Brian said. “I was the only goalie to beat every team in the league this 
season, and I was also given the ‘Star of the Game’ multiple times.”  

Although he did not escape the first round of the playoffs against the 
Steele County Blades, he did play very well in Game 3 of the series, 
stopping 31 of 34 shots in the loss.

Knowing full well that size is not on his side, Brian makes up for it with 
a desire to still be the best player on the ice. He has a strong work ethic 
and brings a reliable and consistent approach to the crease. 

When asked what separates him from other goalies, he simply said, “I 
don’t ever give up. I’m extremely competitive, and I do everything I can to 
out-perform my opponents with my work ethic.”

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Brian is clearly an under-sized goalie, but he has very good mobility 
and skating fundamentals. His positioning is considered strong for his 
age and talent level, but the biggest challenge for him moving forward is 
optimizing his net coverage and having strong angle/depth management. 

+ “I have a very calm style, I like to get lower in my stance so I can be 
quick to react to the puck. My biggest strengths in the crease are my 
quickness, good hand-eye coordination, and rebound control.”

+ Brian has a solid low game on initial shots and has good front-to-back 
balance. His movements are effortless, his recoveries are fluid, and he’s 
upright in the butterfly. This is a key to his success, as high shoulders and 
an upright back allows him to fill some space in the upper third of the net.

+ In many drills over the weekend, Brian absorbed the first shot and did 
not allow a rebound. He has a “soft” upper body, which allows him to 
take heavy shots off the body and corral the puck. This helps him avoid 
numerous scramble situations or desperation plays.

+ Patience and stability in the butterfly is another one of Brian’s strengths. 
He does not drop until shots are taken, and once his feet are set, he stays 
locked on that angle and does not shift his body unless he has to.      

+ Brian looks very comfortable in the crease. He has solid instincts and 
is apt at reading plays. He takes criticism well and is coachable, and can 
make adjustments without needing numerous reinforcements. 

+ Brian has a great business-like approach. He was unfazed by the 
shooters he faced, and did not shy or turn away from pucks unnecessarily. 
He was even-keeled in his approach and didn’t display negative body 
language after allowing goals. He was focused when needed and loose 
when applicable, which sets a good example for younger goalies.

+ Brian must work harder to play above the top of the crease on a more 
consistent basis. He needs to improve his ability to challenge shooters 
and take away their time and space when necessary. If he does not do 
this more often, he will be exposed against the more talented shooters.

+ One area Brian will want to work on this summer is improving his foot 

speed and his ability to scramble in tight. This is a crucial area for smaller 
goalies, so he will have to continue to work on some off-ice plyometrics 
and maybe even increase his eye-hand coordination. 

+ Finally, moving the puck up the ice with confidence and making general 
transition passes is another area of improvement for Brian this summer. 

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “First of all, Brian’s a professional off the ice. He’s got a 
good professional approach and a blue-collar work ethic. For his size, 
he has to work on playing in the white paint more. He’s got pretty good 
hands, but it’s a challenge to get to the next level as a ‘93-born goalie, so 
he has to continue to work hard on his positioning and puck-handling.”

AJ Bucchino: “I liked Brian’s attitude this weekend. He’s very professional 
off-the ice. He wanted to be there, which was the best part about it, so he 
wanted to learn. I think he can get faster in tight, which is important for a 
smaller guy. That all comes with having quicker reactions, better hand-
eye coordination, agility, and quicker feet. But overall he seems to make 
a lot of solid first saves.”

Justin Goldman: “Everyone was raving about Brian’s maturity over 
the weekend, including myself. I think his patience on his skates is an 
underrated aspect of his game. He condenses into the butterfly well and 
has good symmetry to his game. I really want to see him scramble and 
battle better, and I also want to see him play bigger in the crease so that 
he can begin to eliminate scoring chances before they even happen.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I believe anything you put your mind to, you can achieve. I have a big 
heart for my teammates and this game. My dream is to become a D-1 
goalie.” -Anderson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Brian’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Team Website - Player Page
Coach’s Eye Video - Drill 

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 651-226-0012 
E-MAIL: m-sanderson@msn.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnjhl.com/roster_players/1561856
http://www.coachseye.com/oTJb


Justin Ball
DOB: Aug. 7, 1996 | 6-4, 205 lbs

Last season, Justin Ball played for the Coon Rapids High School team 
in Minnesota with varying degrees of success.

“I personally think I did not play up to the level I know I am capable of 
playing at this past season,” he said. “I struggled at the beginning of the 
season trying to adjust to the varsity level of play, but once I got it down 
and adjusted my play, I believe I did improve. I was disappointed when 
I did not start our section playoff game; however, I took it as a learning 
moment and used that to push myself this off-season so that come next 
season, I am ready and capable of playing whoever and wherever I am 
called upon to play.” 

Chosen as the team captain for next year, Justin proved he was 
committed to being a leader and a focused student away from the rink. 
As a result, he was given the Academic Award for Outstanding Grades 
last season by his school. 

Off the ice, Justin routinely trains at the MAP inside the Schwan Super 
Rink in Blaine, MN. This is an excellent training ground for all players, 
and the coaching staff consists of former Division-1 and pro players who 
have committed themselves to developing kids of all ages and skill levels. 

“I use these resources as best as I can by asking questions and 
retaining what they tell me,” Justin said. “We have different workouts 
every day and it is open to our own personal schedule. I go a step further 
however and work on flexibility before and after every workout, whether it 
is yoga based or static stretching.” 
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ At 6-foot-4 and 205 pounds, Ball has a significant advantage compared 
to most goalies his age due to the optimal frame he carries. With solid net 
coverage and a quiet approach, he displays a calmness in the crease and 
instills that calmness on his teammates.

+ Justin has a solid positional foundation to his game and knows how to 
use his size by moving less and playing with a conservative approach 
with his depth. This allows him to stop pucks with a high level of patience. 

+ “I do not play out past the top of my crease very often,” Justin said. “I 
find that this has given me more success and allows me to feel confident 
in my ability to get where I need to quickly without moving as much. I am 
also powerful and can get from Point-A to Point-B in a timely manner, 
however, when chaos happens in front of the net, I sometimes notice I 
forget how big I am, and start to scramble way more than I need to. If I can 
continue to work on my flexibility and staying calm in certain situations, I 
believe that is what will give me success in the upcoming season.” 

+ Throughout the weekend, it was clear to see that Ball brings a patient 
and economical approach to his in-crease movements. He does a good 
job of letting plays and the puck come to him. Another one of his strengths 
is his ability to make saves with his gloves while down in the butterfly.

+ Beyond his size and patience, Ball’s maturity level separates him from 
goalies his age. With leadership qualities and the ability to communicate 
well with his peers and coaches, Justin is able to take charge of a situation 
and speak up in the locker room.

+ “I’m not afraid to voice my concerns to fellow teammates or a coach. 
I am not afraid to ask questions or offer suggestions when I feel like the 
team could benefit from what I have to say. I’m also a very self-motivated 
individual. I will not wait for someone to tell me what to do at school, work, 
or on the ice if I know what needs to be done.”

+ Ball was seen introducing himself to both USHL head coaches over the 
weekend, proving that while he is more of a quiet individual, he is not coy, 

shy, or anxious in social situations.

+ Justin’s lack of flexibility is his biggest weakness, so it is the main area 
of improvement he needs to work on this summer. The better his feet get, 
the better chance he’ll have to make desperation saves, or to recover 
with efficiency and make a save on a follow-up shot or scoring chance.  

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Justin has a really good understanding of the game. 
He’s one of the few guys that can actually utilize a gathered and narrow 
butterfly with success. Pucks seem to hit him in the chest a lot and he’s 
not flared out with his feet. He’ll come out with a butterfly slide off his post 
and he’ll be right on his angle with his knees together. He does a good job 
of keeping his knees underneath him when he’s going down.”

AJ Bucchino: “Justin is really big to the puck. Obviously his size is there, 
but he’s just big in the crease and big to the shooter. He’s really open to 
criticism and I could tell that he wants to learn and get better.”

Justin Goldman: “Justin brings a quiet, focused presence to the crease. 
He has a good understanding of how he needs to play in order to be 
successful, and this gives him an edge on his counterparts. The pieces 
of the framework is there, and so is the work ethic, so he simply has to 
continue to apply himself every day in order to improve his weaknesses. 
He’s on the right developmental path, and as he gets older, his improved 
body awareness will help the big guy seal the bigger holes.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“It doesn’t matter who you are, who you know, what level you are; if you 
don’t perform at a top level, you will not move on in whatever you do. It 
takes effort, failure, and dedication, because there are a thousand other 
kids just like you who want to play at the level you want to play at that can, 
and will, take your spot. You have to earn it each and every day.” -Ball

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Justin’s scores in the off-ice testing program. 

VIDEO & STATS:

Team Website - Player Page
YouTube - Personal Videos

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 469-693-5179 
E-MAIL: jtball_96@yahoo.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/686589
http://www.youtube.com/cujillaz
http://thegoalieguild.com


Alex Camarre
DOB: Nov. 4, 1998 | 5-6, 130 lbs

With most of the goalies participating in the ProHybrid USHL Prospects 
Tour hailing from Minnesota, one of the few from outside the upper 
midwest region was Buffalo, NY native Alex Camarre.

Camarre played for the Hamburg Hawks Major Bantam team in the 
North American Elite League, which is a showcase league for high-
ranked prospects in the New York region.

“My team’s play this season consisted of an 84-game schedule all over 
the country,” Alex said. “If I played well, my team was always in the game 
and we had a chance to win it. I feel I had a great season and really 
improved my game. We did not win any tournaments but we made it to 
two championship games.”

Camarre wasn’t the only one who thought he played well this season. 
On May 21, he was officially invited to represent the New York District at 
the 2013 USA Hockey National Development “15” Camp in Amherst, NY.

Playing a style that is defined by quickness and flexibility, Camarre had 
an excellent performance over the weekend. He was very responsive on 
the ice and constantly displayed positive, but quiet body language.

At age 15, he is a smaller athletic goalie at just 5-foot-6, but plays a 
controlled and aggressive butterfly style. His razor-sharp footwork gives 
him the ability to react and adjust his angle quickly, while maintaining 
great balance. He is well-prepared to make a variety of saves, which 
always gives him a chance the save -- not only on initial shots, but on 
rebounds as well.

Beyond his nimble movements and swift skating in the crease, Camarre 
has a mature, analytical mindset off the ice.

“I have learned that goaltending is like a test. If you let the first shot in, 
you get to play the rest of the game,” Alex explained. “Just like on a test, 
the teacher doesn’t take away the test if you get the first question wrong.”

It was that type of unique “free-thinking” analytical approach that makes 
Camarre such an exciting future prospect. 

Not only did Alex prove he has the raw skills, the natural reactions, 
and the physical quickness to thrive as a small-to-mid-sized goalie over 
the weekend, but he also proved that has the right mental and emotional 
makeup to continue developing into an elite prospect. 

 
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Because of Alex’s overall agility and quickness, he is very unpredictable.  
Shooters in his age group do not have an easy time reading him, so he’s 
able to challenge and react with a high level of success. 

+ Due to his agility and reaction speed, Cammare has a deep toolbox 
in terms of his save selections. He makes excellent saves off rebounds, 
either with a simple power push, or by rotating and executing a two-pad 
stack in a fluid and effortless manner. 

+ Camarre has very good footwork in tight and can set his feet and 
square up with speed and balance. He moves well in his pads and can 
make small, subtle adjustments with his hands and feet in order to make 
excellent stretching / reaching saves.

+ Camarre has a great off-ice demeanor. He is focused and quiet and 
unassuming. He is easy to talk to and brings a mature mindset to the rink. 

+ Camarre must implement some type of off-ice strength training regime 
to his development. He was honest in saying that he has not started any 
off-ice training yet, but will be adding it to his regime this summer.

+ Alex needs to keep honing his read-and-react skills. Since this is 
the foundation of his success, the better he manages his depth and 
positioning, the more dynamic he will be, and the tougher it will be for 
opponents to scout him.

+ The pocket of Camarre’s glove did not cover space effectively. A glove 
should always fit comfortably, but if he can mold it to stay open, he may 
be able to get pieces of shots that he would otherwise just barely miss.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Alex’s approach combines a strong technical understanding 
of the position with a tremendous compete level. His feet a great as well. 
Alex’s demeanor is professional, calm and focused. The key for Alex’s 
future success at high levels will be to make a habit of challenging 
shooters in the white paint. Alex is not a big goalie but in my opinion, his 
technical ability coupled with his big time compete level makes him one 
of the top 98 goalies in the country.”

AJ Bucchino: “Alex was a real pleasure to work with over the weekend. 
He’s so fast in the net and he stops pucks fundamentally and quickly.” 

Justin Goldman: “Alex was my favorite goalie this weekend. He was 
very calculated, but not over-analytical. I loved the precision he had with 
his angles and footwork, which allowed him to manage his depth very 
well. He works with a well-respected pro goalie coach in Bob Janosz, 
and it shows. He has his head on straight, he doesn’t have an ego, he 
has good hands, good feet, and great vision. I personally feel Alex will 
continue to be successful because I think he naturally reached a rare 
level of harmony between his technical and mental game at a young age.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I can’t guarantee that I will stop the most pucks, but I can guarantee that 
I’ll give you the best effort out of anyone out there, and I won’t quit until I 
do become the goalie who stops the most pucks.” -Camarre

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Alex’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

ADDITIONAL STATS:

Team Website

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: kcamarre19@roadrunner.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://sectionv.stats.pointstreak.com/templatepreview/playerpage.html%3Fplayerid%3D5987093%26seasonid%3D8805


Adam Carlson
DOB: Feb. 13, 1994 | 6-2, 180 lbs

Behind a strong thirst for knowledge and some excellent raw skills, 
Adam Carlson was considered as one of the most impressive goalies in 
the ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour. 

At 6-foot-2 and 180 pounds, Adam has a lanky frame with quick hands 
and telescopic legs. He competed with a high level of urgency during 
every training session and scored very well during the off-ice sessions. 

Adam spent this season playing for the expansion Steele County 
Blades in the MNJHL. In 34 games, he went 13-15-0 with a solid 3.14 
goals-against average and .914 save percentage. He also posted three 
shutouts, including a 42-save effort on Feb. 22 against the Edina Lakers.

Adam also led his team to the second round of the playoffs, but lost 
to the Twin Cities Northern Lights, a team that placed 2nd in Nationals.

Carlson joined the team in mid-September after being traded from the 
North Iowa Bulls in the Na3HL. 

“I was concerned that I wasn’t going to get enough playing time and 
was striving for a #1 spot.  I quickly established myself as the #1 goalie 
and I felt I had a solid season.” 

To say he had a solid season is a bit of an understatement, as Adam 
won numerous awards. He was the MNJHL Player of the Month in 
December, as well as a nominee in November, January, and February. 
He was also voted as the MNJHL Developmental Player of the Year, and  
earned a spot on the MNJHL All-Star Team. Finally, he was a runner-up 
for the league MVP award and was named the Team MVP for the Blades.

Because of his impressive performance in this camp, Adam was given 
an invite to the NAHL’s Minnesota Magicians main camp.

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ For his size, Adam’s speed is one of his best attributes. He was not 
only one of the fastest skaters in his group, but his hands are very mobile, 
responsive, and active. He is quick around the net and had a strong sense 
of how to locate and cover loose pucks in scramble situations.

+ Adam’s ability to make pad reach saves and seal the ice when he’s 
falling forward was excellent. His legs were telescopic, as he was able 
to quickly push both skates to either post and utilize his flexibility to take 
away shots along the ice.  

+ “I am an aggressive butterfly goalie with a quick glove hand and strong 
on-ice team communication. I build strong relationships with my team, 
competitors, coaches and officials. And I have a never give up attitude.”

+ Beyond his competency in the areas of skating, footwork, and natural 
reactions, Adam’s ability to nudge or shift his hands forward in order 
to take away time and space from a shooter was another one of his 
strengths. He reads aerial angles well and has a very active stick.

+ While Adam always gives himself a chance to make the save when his 
weight is forward, he does need to work on not getting caught with too 
much backweight, and not getting caught on his rear end.

+ Adam also needs to work on not being too impatient in the crease. 
There are times where he appears hurried and over-athletic, which 
causes him to scramble excessively, or over-react to a shot that he could 
easily take in the chest, or simply allow the puck to hit his pad and then 
direct to the corners. 

+ In order for Adam to be more successful, he needs to work on displaying 
controlled athleticism, and having a more conservative approach in the 
crease. This will allow him to utilize his lanky frame more effectively, and 
give him a more calming presence within a game. It will also allow him to 
conserve energy so that he can move with power late in a game.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “The #1 thing about Adam is that he’s going to get better. 
He hasn’t nearly reached his potential from a technical aspect. He’s very 
coachable and gave us feedback on how the adjustments he made was 
so positive for his game. With his size and his likability and his approach, I 
think he has big upside. If you find a 94-born goalie with all types of talent 
that is unpolished, I think there’s real big upside there.”

AJ Bucchino: “I believe in Adam in a lot of ways. For his height, I love 
how fast he is, and the way he uses his shoulders, arms and hands. I 
really liked his attitude. He battled for every single shot and rebound, 
and he was a gentleman off the ice. He stepped up and became a leader 
and was the best leader over the weekend. I want to reward kids with his 
type of attitude, and that’s why I invited him to the Minnesota Magicians 
tryout camp.”

Justin Goldman: “What I loved about Adam was that he was super 
responsive, which you don’t usually see with guys his size. You can corral 
and dial back over-athletic goalies, so I love his upside for that reason 
alone. When I was talking to him on the ice, he was very engaged and 
interested in what I had to say, and that made him stand out from other 
goalies. He was the fastest in the group in terms of his skating, and I just 
generally love his potential.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I have truly learned that you have to put in the blood, sweat and tears in 
order to become what you want to be. I have also learned that goaltending 
is as much about mental confidence as it is about physical ability, and my 
confidence has grown immensely, on and off the ice, in the last season.” 
-Carlson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Adam’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Team Website
The Goalie Guild Video 1
The Goalie Guild Video 2
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 952-220-9709 
E-MAIL: carlsonadam1630@gmail.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnjhl.com/roster_players/1695426%3Fsubseason%3D75779
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php%3Fv%3D10201295811141922
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php%3Fv%3D10201296253512981
http://www.coachseye.com/OU3U


Blake Carlson
DOB: March 31, 1998 | 5-6, 125 lbs

Standing just 5-foot-6 tall, the 15-year-old Blake Carlson knows he 
faces a tough road ahead. Not only is his size a limiting factor in terms of 
net coverage, but he resides in Orlando, Florida, which is considered a 
non-traditional hockey market for goalies. 

Carlson played for the Orlando Jr. Knights U-16 AA team this season, 
but the team struggled to win games. 

“We didn’t win any championships or awards, except for a second-
place finish in a tournament in Colorado,” Carlson explained. “As far as 
my play went this year, I felt as if I played very well. I took being on 
this poor team as a gift because I got 40-plus shots almost every game. 
Having that many shots every game gave me many opportunities to grow 
as a player, and refine my craft.”

Despite his team’s struggles on the ice, Carlson definitely belonged 
in the group of highly-touted 1998-born goalies. He also has the off-ice 
accolades, as he was an Honor Roll student at Montverde Academy, 
which is regarded as one of the top college preparatory schools in Florida.

And even though he gains limited exposure due to regional obstacles, 
he and his family is willing to make the sacrifices to send him to the 
ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour.

Off the ice, Blake works extremely hard to improve his athleticism.
“My off-ice routine usually consists of me going to the gym every day 

that I don’t have hockey or a conflict with sibling sports,” Blake said. 
”At the gym, I usually go for about mile ‘run’ on the elliptical. Then I go 
through my routine which consists of a work out of my abs, legs, triceps, 
biceps, chest, and shoulders.”

While many goalies can get burnt out from playing too much hockey, 
Blake understands the important of having balance in life, so he makes 
sure to participate in many different sports and physical activities.

“Sometimes I will go and play pickup basketball with my friends,” Blake 
said. “Or on weekends, I will go water skiing once or twice with my dad. I 
am doing some type of athletic activity everyday.”

They say variety is the spice of life, and the same holds true for 
developing goalies. That being said, when Blake does finally hit his growth 
spurt, he will be a more well-rounded goaltender in both the mental and 
technical realms of the position. 

And even that is something most coaches will value more than size.

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Even at his size, Blake displayed a very good positional butterfly style. 
He did not force himself to make too many flashy or desperation saves 
because he did a good job of keeping his body upright and staying as tall 
as possible in the butterfly. 

+ Blake displayed smooth, fluid movements when executing skating drills 
inside the crease. He does a good job of keeping his shoulders square 
and level in order to maximize his net coverage. He has good posture in 
the butterfly and uses his hands well. Due to his low stance, he is able 
to seal the ice and condense his body quickly to close the 6 and 7-holes.

+ While most smaller goalies would get caught out of position or over-
challenge shooters, Blake sets himself apart by having a strong sense of 
conservative positioning. He is aware of having to play as big as possible.

+ One of Blake’s strengths is his consistency, both with his movements 
and his overall performances. 

+ Blake will need to stay committed to strength training in order to 
maximize his speed and mobility in the crease.

+ Blake will also want to work on utilizing his hands in a more active 
manner. Because he tries to stay positionally sound, he has a tendency 

to keep his glove hand tight to his body, but being able to reach out and 
catch low shots just off the ice will improve his puck management skills 
and allow him to better control the flow and pace of games, especially if 
he continues to see a high volume of shots and scoring chances.
  
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Blake competed hard all weekend versus goalies and 
shooters that were much more physically mature than himself. He will 
see the most improvement in his game on the ice by getting stronger off 
the ice. His lifting scores and technique were at the bottom quarter of the 
camp. On the ice he could benefit by consistently challenging the shooter 
in the white paint and by using a more gathered butterfly when making 
saves at or close to his block. Blake has the foundation to a skill set as 
well as the puck-stopping reactions needed to be a successful goalie, he 
just needs to put in the commitment to getting stronger off the ice.”

AJ Bucchino: “He has an uphill battle due to his lack of size, but he’s a 
great kid and he puts himself out there and works hard. I still think that he 
hasn’t grown into his body and hasn’t aged yet, and when he does, he’ll 
get better naturally.”

Justin Goldman: “Even though he was sometimes out-matched against 
the elite shooters in this camp, Blake never backed down, sulked, pouted, 
or complained. He worked through drills with a lot of pride and maintained 
positive body language. This is a must for smaller goalies, so I think he 
proved he has the right attitude and the tough skin needed to thrive. There 
is always a place for smaller goalies at the higher levels, so as long as he 
continues to out-work everyone else, his size will never hold him back.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Over the past two seasons, when I haven’t been on very good teams, 
I have learned a very simple lesson, which is to never give up. I never 
give up mentally and quit on the game or my team. I have found that you 
should never give up on the play and that there’s always a chance to save 
the puck. In the past season, I had many instances where I needed to 
make the second, third, or fourth save. By persevering, I found that I was 
able to accomplish this.” -Carlson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Blake’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: bcgopher34@earthlink.net

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf


Nick Deery
DOB: May 25, 1994 | 6-2, 185 lbs

This season was not the easiest for LaCrosse, WI native Nick Deery. 
After going 2-2-0 with a 2.25 goals-against average and .925 SV% in four 
games for the Brookings Blizzard (NAHL), he was traded to the Odessa 
Jackalopes on Dec. 12, 2012. 

Unfortunately, his new team did not play well in the second half of the 
season. He went just 2-19-1 with a 5.37 GAA and .868 SV%.

“Many of the older players were traded for picks this year, and there 
was little teamwork on or off the ice. Despite the way the team played, 
I believe I played very well to begin with,” Nick explained. “I was seeing 
about 40 shots a game, many of them high quality scoring chances. As 
the season progressed, I maintained a positive attitude, but it was very 
difficult under the circumstances.” 

Not only did he have to deal with the mounting losses on a dejected 
team, but Nick did not have a goalie coach after he was traded to Odessa.  

“It was a challenge,” he said. “I did not have anyone to help me adjust 
or keep an eye on my positioning, so I was proud when I received an 
honorable mention for the NAHL Player of the Week.”

Because he battled through some serious adversity this season, at age 
19, Nick understands the importance of being mentally tough.

“Knowing that I am going to see lots of quality shots and knowing I can 
stop them, that’s mental toughness to me,” Nick said. “And if one goes 
in…forget about it and keep playing. My philosophy is to be prepared for 
every shot, be a calming force on the team, and never give up.”

With his solid performance in the ProHybrid Training USHL Prospects 
Tour, it was clear to the coaching staff that he wasn’t going to be giving 
up anytime soon. He was one of the top goalies in attendance, and set a 
good example for the 96, 97, and 98-born goalies.

Beyond the solid frame and quiet footwork he brings to the crease, Nick 
embraces a Zen-like approach to the position.

“The mental part of the game is as important as the physical part of the 
game,” he said. “I know not to let my emotions dictate how I play.”
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Aside from his obvious size and solid net coverage, one of Nick’s biggest 
strengths is his patience and calmness. He is a technically sound goalie 
that skates well and arrives at angles with good timing. He is prepared 
and set in his stance, and displays consistency in many areas. 

+ “I prefer to base my style by the book and use my size and positioning to 
adapt for each shot. My strengths are my technical style and positioning.  
Reading the player’s body position and how he is handling the puck gives 
me an advantage. I believe my success is the ability to make myself 
bigger in the net and being able to read and adapt to each shooter.”

+ Quiet both on and off the ice, Nick does not get caught reaching or 
lunging out to make a lot of saves. He drops and recovers back to his 
skates smoothly, and he never seems hurried or hesitant in the crease. 

+ Throughout the weekend, all of the coaches commented on his poise, 
but how they wanted to see him be more engaged and a bit more assertive 
in some of the drills. He was an excellent first-save goalie, but needed to 
compete with a stronger sense of urgency on some rebounds.

+ Because of his solid positional blueprint, Nick plays a very simple game 
and makes many saves look easy and fairly routine. He is a strong skater 
and never over-dramatizes his movements or reactions. He is very even-
keeled in his approach and keeps his emotions in check. He is square 
to the puck and relies on a strong technical foundation to be successful.

+ Nick needs to work on implementing more reactionary saves to his 
toolbox. If he can learn to execute outside the technical box in certain 

situations, he will have the ability to surprise or confuse shooters and 
ultimately be a more versatile puck stopper. 
  
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I think Nick’s personality comes through in his game. He’s 
soft-spoken and makes some big saves when I train him. It seems like 
he’s always in the play and he’s always giving himself a chance to make 
the save. He doesn’t take himself out of the play and he has great size, 
so it’s tough to beat him on the first shot. I think that sense of urgency 
needs to improve and we’ve worked on getting him to move on his feet 
a little more.”

Justin Goldman: “Nick clearly has an excellent positional base to his 
style, but he seems aloof at times, so I wanted to see him compete a little 
more on some drills. He seals the ice very well, and he is very calm and 
quiet in the crease. He doesn’t over-move or over-react unnecessarily, 
either. I think if he can compete harder, he can play at the USHL level 
because of his ability to utilize his size so well. I saw Nick play a few 
games for Brookings last season during the NAHL Showcase in Blaine 
and always admired his quiet and even-keeled approach.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I hate to lose. I like to read. Watching myself on game films has been an 
excellent teaching tool for myself. I set goals for myself each season - I 
think the goals keep me focused on improving my game. I like to stay 
on the ice after practice to work with the skaters- it helps my game and 
improves team bonding. I know that hockey will always be part of my life.” 
-Deery

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Nick’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - NAHL Website
Coach’s Eye 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 608-797-3445 
E-MAIL: cdeery@centurytel.net

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://nahl.stats.pointstreak.com/playerpage.html%3Fplayerid%3D6272598%26seasonid%3D9507
http://www.coachseye.com/GfPP


Shaun Durocher
DOB: Oct. 11, 1997 | 5-10, 187 lbs

In a single phrase, the 1997-born ProHybrid student Shaun Durocher 
was labeled “very strong” for Minnetonka’s Bantam AA team.  

“The team won out of complete heart and never stopped battling,” 
Durocher said. “I felt that my contribution to my team’s success was 
important. In every game, we averaged at least 30 shots against, so it 
was very important for my fellow goaltender and I to be prepared, and not 
give up no matter what happened.”

While Durocher is clearly still in that raw, malleable stage of his overall 
physical and technical development, just like his play this season, it was 
his sheer strength that acted as a catalyst for his success. 

With above-average mobility and a solid positional style, Durocher was 
able to play a steady, reliable, durable, and consistent game.

Another element that made Durocher successful this season was 
his situational awareness. While many goalies will be extremely “puck 
focused” with blinders on to the play developing around them, Durocher 
does a good job of gathering information and locating scoring threats 
away from the puck. 

“I know opposing players will try to throw me off my game, so you 
need to maintain focus and know where your guys are, and where the 
opposing offense is camped out,” Shaun explained. “I believe that I’m 
the quarterback of my team, so I’m comfortable communicating with my 
teammates. As we play together, we find great success because this is 
where the team dynamic shines. Communication, positivity, and great 
mental focus provides for a successful platform.”

Sheer strength is tough to determine with a positional goalie, but during 
the off-ice testing, he proved he could lift with the best of the prospects. 
He finished tied for first with 43 Hand-Release Push-Ups, and was first 
overall with 32 Wall Throws with a 12-kilogram medicine ball.

Overall, Shaun’s strength is the single component that not only played 
a key in his success this season, but it has laid a sturdy foundation for a 
bright future for next season and beyond. As a young 97, he’s only going 
to be a sophomore in high school next season, so the sky is the limit. 

    
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ For his age and size, one of Shaun’s biggest strengths is his overall 
lower body and core strength. This allows him to continue being a 
positionally sound goalie with conservative depth and a big upper body. 
He has a narrowed stance and stands tall in the blue paint, but still does 
a decent job of sealing the ice despite limited technical skills. 

+ Because of his strength, Durocher is very durable. He can stay in control 
and engaged for long stretches of time, or in grueling drills where he sees 
a lot of reps. Even when his gas tank appears empty, he maintains a 
focused approach and never expels negative or “tired” body language. 

+ Another one of Shaun’s strengths is his visual awareness in the crease. 
He is capable of reading plays and picking up on patterns in terms of 
odd-man rushes, back-door threats, centering feed options, and various 
scoring chances.

+ Durocher’s game is very straightforward. It is not too technical, but it is 
not too sloppy. He is even-keeled in the crease and a quiet competitor. 
He was pretty deceptive with his explosive movements and his overall 
speed, which allowed him to get pieces of shots with his hands and feet.

+ Durocher will want to work on having better feet and improving his 
quickness. He also needs to continue to work on keeping his hands 
activated and staying balanced while moving laterally to stop rebounds.

+ Durocher also needs to work on his flexibility. He struggles to make 
stretching saves, so that is an area of focus for him this summer.   

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Shaun has probably been one of the most improved 
goalies we’ve worked with. He was really physically limited, so he has 
really come a long way. If you look at the off-ice numbers, he’s right there 
with some of the best athletes in the group. So I think more flexibility is big 
for him. He’s definitely sneaky and situationally aware.”

AJ Bucchino: “I think Shaun is very fundamentally and positionally 
sound, and he needs to be, because his physical skills are not elite. With 
him being a simplified goalie at the top of his crease, he uses his upper 
body well and makes a lot of first saves. And I gotta tell you, he seems to 
be out of a play on a rebound, then he finds a way to get there. If he gets 
stronger, he has good upside. He knows how to read a play pretty well.”

Justin Goldman: “For his narrow stance and limited flexibility, I was 
impressed with Durocher’s ability to still get post-to-post pretty quickly. He 
was a pretty deceptive goalie because off the ice he doesn’t look like the 
best athlete, but his work in the weight room was super impressive, and 
he was coming up with some excellent saves against the better shooters 
in the camp. He is smart when tracking pucks and has fairly impressive 
body control for a 97-born goalie.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Being a team player means the world to me. Respecting my coach 
and earning my coaches respect thru commitment is rewarding. I am 
interested in anything and everything. My journey so far has been 
phenomenal. I’m game for anything. I have a very good work ethic. I 
would like to be pushed out of my comfort zone.” -Durocher

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Shaun’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 952-715-2788 
E-MAIL: jnduro@msn.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.tonkahockey.org/roster_players/1777535%3Fsubseason%3D90384
http://www.coachseye.com/NFiU


A.J. Hill
DOB: April 26, 1996 | 5-9, 195 lbs

Although he didn’t have the high profile or lengthy resume of some 
other participants in the ProHybrid Training USHL Prospects Tour, AJ Hill 
still had something to prove to his coaches and himself after struggling for 
most of the season with Apple Valley High School. 

Due to the low numbers of players, the team simply wasn’t competitive. 
“Many of my teammates were younger and were playing their first year 

of high school hockey,” Hill explained. “But I felt like I stepped up as a 
leader for the team and helped mentor and inspire players, keeping a 
positive attitude, focused on working together through a rough season.”

Being the only goalie on a team with as little as nine or 10 players per 
game, Hill was constantly under fire from his opponents. 

“On average, I faced between 60-65 shots per game. I worked really 
hard, pushing myself to improve each night,” Hill explained. “I motivated 
myself by setting high standards, and then worked towards achieving 
those during practice and games all season long.” 

Aside from what Hill was able to accomplish on the ice last season, his 
off-ice personality allows him to stay relaxed and laid back. While so many 
goalies are always under pressure to perform in an overly competitive 
environment, AJ maintains excellent balance in both hockey and in life. 

“Off the ice, I do a strength training routine three times a week, focusing 
on legs, back, core, and shoulders. I play some type of racket sport 
3-4 times a week to keep up the movement, endurance and hand eye 
coordination,” Hill said. “I also work very well with kids and enjoy teaching 
and helping them learn and making them smile. I look at each opportunity 
as a chance to share, grow, learn and have some fun.”

His technical game is still being honed and refined, but mentally 
speaking, he brings a reliability and durability that the team desperately 
needs, as he leads by example whenever necessary.

“Everything you do and how you hold yourself accountable will carry with 
you,” he said. “People see that and respect you for it, and accountability 
will make you better as a goalie and as a person.” 

To know that Hill can look beyond the veil of winning and losing and 
realize that hockey is still a game is the mature mindset needed to thrive 
on a weaker team.

   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ AJ was not one of the more raw-skilled goalies in the camp, but he did  
perform well by playing a more aggressive butterfly style. He has quick 
hands and good skating fundamentals, and a strong lower body. 

+ AJ was good at staying square to the puck on initial shots and forced 
shooters to pick their spots. He displayed consistency in his skating 
fundamentals and was timely and responsive when doing read-and-react 
movement drills.

+ AJ did a good job of sealing the ice on initial shots, but needs to continue 
to work on being more agile on rebounds and recoveries.

+ AJ has a pronounced glove placement, as it is held very high and 
almost parallel to his shoulder. He had good active hands, but his hand 
positioning was negatively affecting his mobility and posture at times. 

+  AJ has a narrow butterfly stance that allows him to stay upright without 
getting locked in. But he will need to improve his ability to travel longer 
distances when he slides laterally with the pads sealed to the ice. This will 
help him make more saves on low shots when forced to stretch either leg.

+ Because of his high glove, AJ needs to focus on bending more at the 
knees and making sure his back is straight and he is not hunching or 
leaning over while on his skates. This will give him better balance while 
preparing to make the first save and help him maximize net coverage.

+ AJ has a pretty unique personality off the ice and gets along well with 
others. He likes to have a good time and keep things relaxed on the 
bus and in the locker room. At the same time, it will be important for 
him to display some fierce intensity on the ice and have a more serious 
approach when practicing. 

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “AJ holds his glove really high, so we’ve tried to give him 
reminders that it affects the way he moves in the net. But he’s come a 
real long way with his skills from when we first started working with him. 
He was a C-level goalie just a few years ago, and now he moves fairly 
well in the crease. But good skating will only get you so far, so he has to 
continue to work on becoming more athletic.”

Justin Goldman: “AJ had a really relaxed attitude off the ice, but he 
battled on the ice. His glove hand positioning is really unique and I think it 
takes away from his ability to move in a more effortless manner. He was 
aggressive with his depth and liked to challenge shooters, but his post-
save recoveries need work. He is not the quickest or most athletic goalie, 
so while I could tell he knew where to be and how to make saves, his 
body held him back. If he can continue to work hard in the weight room 
and add some plyometrics to his regime, the quicker feet will help him be 
more responsive and agile in the crease.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I have had some tough breaks that have forced me to be mentally strong, 
refocus and move on – all of which have made me stronger and better.  
But what makes me truly unique is as driven as I am in the net, I have 
a fun, creative, caring and entertaining side that makes people happy, 
smile and laugh. I have juggled for seven years, and enjoy drawing and 
creating Urban Art.” -Hill

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view AJ’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Team Website
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 952-452-4981 
E-MAIL: smhill99@hotmail.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/2298059
http://www.coachseye.com/9n9R


David Jacobson
DOB: Sept. 8, 1994 | 6-1, 185 lbs

A native of Calabasas, CA, David Jacobson started playing roller 
hockey at age four. After strapping on the pads and developing a passion 
for the position, he started to play competitively when he joined a summer 
travel team for the LA Junior Kings. 

From there, David developed his skills within the same system and had 
the same head coach for 10 years. Coach Louis Pacella of the LA Selects 
further nurtured David’s passion and development, giving him an inside 
track on his competition.

After posting a 2.52 goals-against average and .911 save percentage 
for the Jr. Kings U-18 team (MWEHL), David earned a spot on the New 
Hampshire Jr. Monarchs in the EJHL. In 10 games, he posted a 3.11 GAA 
and .912 SV%, gaining valuable experience as a junior hockey player.

“It was a great experience and I learned how to live on my own, and 
how to be an adult,” David said. “It got the ball rolling on my junior career.”

Halfway through the season, David had a chance to transfer to the 
USHL and play behind the USA Hockey junior Goalie of the Year (Dave 
Peterson award), Charlie Lindgren. He took the gig with great enthusiasm, 
knowing it would improve his odds of landing an NCAA D-1 scholarship.

“My teammates and coaches in Sioux Falls made it really easy for me 
to transition to the USHL,” David said. “I was accepted right away, so both 
on and off the ice, I was able to settle into the situation comfortably.”

David exceeded all expectations for a rookie backup, posting a 1.51 
GAA and .931 SV% in 12 games. But the true lesson he learned was 
nothing from the technical realm; it was how to perform in a limited role.

Not only did I learn how to compete harder by watching Charlie play, but 
I learned how to think outside the box and do whatever it takes to make 
the save,” David said. “I also learned how to be a really good teammate 
and backup, because I knew the situation I was coming into [with Charlie] 
and I just did everything I could to make the most of my opportunities.”  
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ David’s biggest strength is his overall positional base. He is very patient 
and confident when it comes to his depth and angle play, and he does not 
chase the puck. He has the look of a professional goalie due to his broad 
upper body and his calm, intimidating presence in the net. 

+ Because of his age and experience, David was considered as the 
top goaltender in the ProHybrid Training USHL Prospects Tour. His 
performance in the USHL as a backup for Sioux Falls this past season 
was a major advantage, and as a result, he was a great leader for the rest 
of the group in the camp. 

+ Even though the camp was more of a conditioning stint for David, he 
took full advantage of the coaching staff and worked on more technical 
areas of his game, including how to position his body on different dead 
angle plays, how to move on jam plays and wraparounds, and how to 
effectively use the various post coverage plays (VHS, reverse-VH).

+ In order to become a more well-rounded goalie, David will want to be 
more situationally aware on when to challenge shooters by gaining depth 
in the crease when he has the time and space to do so.

+ Known as a true gamer, David needs to focus on bringing that same 
mentality to every practice. If he can practice like he plays, he’ll play like 
he practices, and this could make him a dominant force in the USHL.

+ David has great puck focus, but he will benefit by improving his ability 
to read plays, which will allow him to challenge shooters appropriately 
and be more assertive with his angles and depth. If he can work on not 
making too many blocking saves, he’ll be a more dynamic goalie, and 
much tougher to beat as he continues to hone his technical game.  

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “David has tremendous patience and poise in the crease. 
He is one of the most coachable goalies I train. His game has advanced 
a great deal in one full season of junior under his belt. In Sioux Falls, he 
proved that he can play in the USHL. David is a gamer. This season he’ll 
have his chance at being a number-one guy in the league. I’m confident 
he’ll be ready to go and get the job done.”

AJ Bucchino: “I’ve worked with David for a long time and one thing that 
I’m starting to see from him is that he’s starting to drift back in front of the 
goal line and use his shoulders more, and I think he’s taking away his skills 
by doing that. There’s a time and place to rely on your upper body, like on 
low angles and in-tight shots, but I think he should just stay the course in 
terms of getting to the top of the crease. He’s very positionally sound and 
he plays an NHL style, but he needs to continue to use his strengths, and 
his strength is his hands. Overall, his skating is dramatically improved, 
and so is his work ethic, and that’s why he has gotten better.”

Justin Goldman: “I think David does a great job of utilizing his size. 
His broad shoulders is a significant advantage in terms of his overall net 
coverage. He seems very quiet in the crease and does not get caught 
lunging at pucks, chasing pucks, or chasing plays. I would have liked to 
see him be a bit more assertive in some of the drills, but overall, his frame 
was impressive and his angle play and positioning was very solid.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Even though I was mainly here for conditioning purposes this weekend, 
I knew there would be a ton of little things to take away from this camp. 
I was working on making myself more subtle and quie in the net, and 
the coaching staff really gave me some great feedback. I also worked 
on staying under control and utilizing my size, so overall it was a great 
weekend.” -Jacobson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view David’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - USHL Website
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 818-657-9688 
E-MAIL: Lagoalie33@hotmail.com 

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://ushl2011.stats.pointstreak.com/playerpage.html%3Fplayerid%3D6601086%26seasonid%3D9358
http://www.coachseye.com/JUkN


Boba Jacobson
DOB: July 3, 1997 | 5-10, 155 lbs

When it comes to finding the complete goaltender, you often hear 
scouts saying they want a quiet, unassuming guy off the ice.

For years, a team’s goalie was perceived as the guy that was a bit of a 
loner, the “oddball”, or the socially awkward eccentric that had too many 
strange superstitions when preparing for a game.

Nowadays, that trend has reversed. Coaches often want a goalie that 
can mix and mingle with his teammates, and just be one of the boys.

After getting to know Boba Jacobson during the USHL Prospects 
Tour, it was easy to see that he was very well-adjusted when socializing.

Boba is the younger brother of USHL goalie David Jacobson (see 
previous report) and also hails from California. He played for the LA Jr. 
Kings last season and came a long way in his overall development.

“I decided to play for a team that I knew was very young and would 
struggle against older teams,” Boba explained. “But this also helped me 
develop my game because I faced lots of shots each game. I felt I started 
off very strong, and towards the middle of the season I was average, but 
finished strong and gave my team a chance to win each game.”

Along with his rather charismatic personality off the ice, Boba displays 
a lot of grace on the ice. He’s considered an active and athletic hybrid 
butterfly goalie that relies on his speed, quickness, and flexibility to make 
the save. If he is forced to scramble, or if he gives up a bad rebound, he 
has the agility and foot speed to get himself out of sticky situations.

At the same time, Boba knows he can’t be complacent with his 
development by expecting those natural reflexes and athleticism to 
always bail him out. He does this by implementing a strong off-ice regime.

“Every day is a gym day, there are no days off,” Boba said. “I work 
on my endurance, agility and strength every day because off-ice training 
is just as important as on ice training. I try to make myself as quick as 
possible and as strong as possible to be able to keep up while getting 
peppered in a game.”

Boba’s genuine understanding for balance in his technical game, 
combined with his likeable personality off the ice, makes him a great 
young talent with a bright future. 
  
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Boba was one of the most flexible goalies and fluid skaters in the camp. 
His ability to move laterally with speed and grace gave him a chance to 
make the save in just about every type of situation imaginable.

+ Boba’s footwork and edge control makes him extremely agile when 
scrambling in tight, or when battling for loose pucks. He can contort his 
body and find ways to make creative, dynamic saves. Because of his 
flexibility, he is comfortable executing post-coverage techniques like the 
VHS, or kicking out his feet in order to do the splits.   

+ Boba must continue to work on challenging shooters and improving his 
overall box control. This is how a goalie positions his hands and arms 
and legs in order to maximize their net coverage. At times, Boba tucks his 
hands in tight and condenses too tight, thus getting beat by initial shots. 

+ Boba displays a lot of confidence on the ice and plays with swagger. He 
is capable of making many highlight reel saves, but he also needs to work 
on being able to make more positionally-sound, “boring” saves.   

+ Boba must be careful to not hunch his shoulders over and tense his 
chest. This takes away his ability to react with the hands. We saw this 
against some of the tougher shooters over the weekend, as he would 
freeze or hesitate to react when a heavy shot was coming his way.

+ Boba was competitive throughout the weekend and still had a relaxed 
demeanor on the ice. He was constantly smiling and enjoying the 

experience, which was a positive trait. At the same time, he will need to 
be careful to not appear overly casual. There were a instances where 
he could have competed harder and been more attentive from station to 
station. Overall, he was one of the most impressive goalies in the camp.   

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I want to see Boba play outside the crease. He’s quick, but 
not quick enough to make saves standing in the blue paint. I personally 
want him to get out into the white paint to make saves and maximize his 
coverage in the net. He has the ability to make the desperation save if he 
needs to, but I don’t want to see him get beat by the initial shot inside the 
blue paint. Either way, I still really liked him this weekend.”

AJ Bucchino: “Boba is a sleeper in my opinion. He is still a little immature 
and doesn’t know how to work hard for things, but that can be taught. 
He’s a little behind with the elite shooters for his age, but if he can get 
stronger, and if he can get tuned up right with the right attention, he could 
be a good goalie. He has a lot of tools to work with.”

Justin Goldman: “Boba was a treat to watch this weekend. He was one 
of the most flexible goalies in the group. He’s very fluid in terms of skating 
and reacting with his hands and feet. He is agile and pliable enough to 
make the two-pad stack save, or drop into the splits and still go paddle 
down while falling forward. He is graceful and smooth. I think he has a 
bit of an ego on the ice, and wanted him to turn on the competitiveness 
at times, but the skill set and the natural athleticism was clearly there.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I believe what separates me from others is my compete level -- every 
goal I let in is unacceptable. I strive to stop every puck in practice and I 
make sure I know what I did well and what I need to improve on before 
our next game. Nothing comes easy without hard work, so I never take 
ice time for granted.” -Jacobson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Boba’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

LA Jr. Kings Website
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 818-297-2077 
E-MAIL: 1lagoalie1@gmail.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.jrkingshockey.com/
http://www.coachseye.com/hQTs


Nick Kazmierczak
DOB: Dec. 6, 1994 | 5-11, 165 lbs

Like most young athletes from Fargo, ND, Nick Kazmierczak learned 
to skate at a young age. He was only three years old when he tossed on 
the blades, and only four when he started to play hockey. 

In second grade, Nick transitioned from forward to goalie. He stuck with 
it for a few years, and in fourth grade, his parents sat him down and asked 
if he wanted to stay in the crease or go back to being a forward. 

But just like he has done many times before, Nick stuck with it. 
Fast forward nearly half a decade, and Nick got his first taste of junior 

hockey at age 16. He was invited to try out for the St. Louis Junior Blues 
and made the final camp, but just missed making the team’s final roster. 

Despite not making the team, Nick’s thirst to elevate his game led him 
to play for his high school team, then to begin training with ProHybrid. 

“Things weren’t clicking for me with my high school team and I wasn’t 
getting along great with the head coach,” Nick explained. “Those sort of 
things will happen from time to time, so I tried to make the best of it.”

A football player at the time, Nick took the risk and stepped away from 
that game in order to pursue a future in junior hockey. 

This summer is crucial for Nick in that regard, and when he heard about 
the ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour, he was chomping at the bit to be 
accepted to the exclusive group of 24 goalies.

Although Nick does not have the experience as the other 1994-born 
goalies in the group, he has worked with some very high-level goalie 
coaches. For five years, Nick trained with Chicago Blackhawks goalie 
coach Stephane Waite. He has also worked with Waterloo’s Cal Petersen.

“I learned so much about positioning from Waite, and he was really 
keen on being as big as possible in the crease,” Nick explained. “So I’ve 
always been complimented on that aspect of my game.”

With a big net presence and an even bigger heart, there’s no denying 
that Nick has the will to succeed. And where there’s a will, there’s a way. 

    
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Nick’s main strengths are his overall positioning and his compete level. 
He has a drive to stop every puck and he brings an alert and focused 
demeanor to the crease. He is engaged and situationally aware of 
whatever environment he is in.

+ Nick excels at staying under control in tight situations and utilizes his 
butterfly mechanics well. He tends to be a bit more on the aggressive 
side, which is a must for his 5-foot-11 frame.

+ Nick is labeled as a great practice goalie, meaning he moves and 
executes with intensity and with a deep gas tank. He never seems to 
labor or look tired, no matter how many reps or drills he does.

+ Nick’s strength is another one of his main assets. He scored extremely 
high on Air Squats (74 - 2nd overall), Push Ups (41 - 3rd overall), and 
Burpees (23 - 1st overall). His ability to generate a lot of power in his legs 
and hips also allows him to travel long vertical or lateral distances quickly.  

+ One area Nick needs to work on this summer is his overall balance. 
Whether he is trying to rotate and swivel to target a new destination 
angle, or he is executing a hurried butterfly slide with his drive leg, he 
sometimes gets caught with too much backweight, and that causes tricky 
or uncontrolled rebounds.

+ Solid and square on initial shots, Nick needs to continue to work on 
keeping his upper body as big and broad as possible so that he can 
maximize his net coverage in the down position. With a tendency to lose 
balance or slip out with one of his inside edges, better footwork and a 
more efficient posture will allow him to be more responsive when it comes 
time to execute everything from knee shuffles to full-blown recoveries. 

  
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Nick is a great blue-collared worker, but he loses his 
balance at inopportune times. He also has a tendency to come out of his 
stance and raise his back and shoulders, and that causes more balance 
issues. I recommend for him to go to a deeper hollow and that may help 
him in terms of his balance and rebound control and his puck handling. 
We work on it a bit, but it is something he’ll need to improve upon.”

AJ Bucchino: “I’ve worked with Nick on a pretty consistent basis the past 
few months, and I know he’s a great kid and wants to get better, so he 
will get better. He’s a solid compact goalie, but his weight gets back on 
his heels on first saves, so it creates a lot of rebounds. He’s developed 
a habit that his hips and elbows and shoulders go back, so his eyes go 
back as well, and he acts as a bit of a spring. Overall, Nick has gotten 
dramatically better, but he needs to keep working on his edges and his 
skating so he can keep his chest up and control rebounds.”

Justin Goldman: “I really liked Nick’s attitude over the weekend. He had 
no ego and simply got the job done quietly. In talking to him on the bus, 
I could tell that he was willing to go the extra mile to learn things, or to 
work on his weaknesses. He was honest and realistic about his skill level, 
and that’s a very rare trait to find in a young goaltender. He has the right 
mental approach, and that will allow him to continually improve his skills.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“There isn’t enough time to not work hard and let opportunities pass me 
by. I will always be the hardest worker on the ice and I will always put 
everything I have towards this dream of mine. I love to work hard and I 
love to break a huge sweat. Given the chance, I’ll fight until I have nothing 
left. I won’t hold back at all.” -Kazmierczak

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Nick’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

LINKS TO STATS:

Player Page - Hockey Hub

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: nickkaz@cableone.net

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/702400


Matt Knuth
DOB: Sept. 17, 1996 | 6-0, 195 lbs

One of the most positive and important traits a goalie can have over the 
course of a season is consistency. Not only does that instill confidence in 
the coaching staff and the rest of the team, it really shines through over 
the course of a high school season.

For Benilde St. Margaret goalie Matt Knuth, beyond the team’s wins 
and losses, it was his consistency that shone through. 

“My team’s play this year was really sporadic throughout the season,” 
Knuth explained. “Sometimes we would play well, and other times not 
so well, but personally speaking, I thought I had an overall consistent 
season. I found myself keeping the team in a good amount of the games.”

A goalie that relies on being very square to the puck and as technically 
sound as possible, Knuth also extrapolated some vital areas of focus 
heading into the ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour.

“I felt that my visual attachment to the puck was very solid this season, 
but I know it is one of those things I keep trying to improve,” Matt said. “I 
also got a lot of experience with the opponent’s forecheck this season, as 
the team had some difficulties getting the puck out of the zone. Along with 
that, I found a lot of the shots came with traffic in front of the net, so I had 
a lot of experience with tracking the puck through screens.”

Although Knuth was unable to post any top scores in the off-ice training 
sessions, his work ethic was apparent. In fact, it was one of his biggest 
strengths throughout the entire weekend.

“I think what separates me from other goaltenders is my work ethic,” 
Matt said. “I love to work, and I strive to work the hardest I possibly can 
every time I’m in the gym or on the ice. Hockey is basically my life, and 
right now I’m completely OK with that.” 

From his ability to listen to the quiet demeanor he reflects off the ice, 
Matt not only takes criticism very well, he has no ego and does not 
get caught being too proud. He is willing to do what it takes to make 
adjustments and he conducts himself professionally off the ice. 

“I try my hardest to be kind and respectful of everyone I meet,” Knuth 
said. “I don’t do anything that could harm myself, or anything that could 
put my future in question, because I simply care too much about it.”  

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Matt’s strengths in the crease are his positioning and quiet footwork. 
He utilizes a narrow butterfly to reduce the strain he puts on his body and 
stands tall and upright in order to take away space in the top corners. 

+ Matt works hard to stay square to pucks and does a good job of 
making blocking saves in tight. He is solid down low and does not appear 
uncontrolled on wrap plays, walkouts, or shots from the goal line.

+ Another one of Matt’s strengths is his ability to stay focused on his 
game. He is not easily distracted and he responds well to pressure and 
goals against. He has a “never give up” mentality and stays even-keeled 
when struggling to stop the puck. 

+ Matt must continue to work hard on his off-ice conditioning and overall 
athleticism. This will help all areas of his game, from better mechanics to 
mobility to his ability to make desperation and reflex-based saves.

+ Matt needs to have a more explosive and powerful push when coming 
off his posts to challenge a shot. Since he doesn’t have the quickest feet 
or the highest level of athleticism, an explosive first push will allow him 
to get from Point A to Point B a little quicker, allowing him to arrive at an 
angle a moment earlier.  

+ Matt also needs to work on activating his hands and not relying too 
heavily on the blocking save selection. He does a good job of condensing 
his body and eliminating space under the arms, but a number of shots 

were beating him outside the hands. With more relaxed arms and with 
gloves placed in front of his body, his overall net coverage will improve.

+ Matt has the right attitude and the ability to stick with whatever is thrown 
his way. Like many goalies over the weekend, he was simply out-matched 
by some of the older, elite shooters. But it never broke his will and he 
continued to display quiet, positive body language.   

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Matt continues to battle. He needs to work on his 
conditioning, which is sub-par, but he continues to works his butt off at the 
rink. He cares when you give him feedback and advice, and he’s really 
engaged in that manner. He needs to be more aggressive and powerful 
with his first stride, especially coming off the post. His perseverence is 
going to be an asset to him off the ice and in his future.”

AJ Bucchino: “Matt is a soldier. It’s clear to see that he loves the position 
and he’s committed to working on his game. He does have a steeper 
learning curve compared to some of his counterparts in this camp, 
however. He’s a little passive in the crease, so he needs to really attack 
his angles and push out on that first stride off the post. But this kid has 
worked with us for three years, and he is one of our most loyal students 
and we love that about him. He’s going to be successful in life because 
he really perseveres and he never stops trying.”

Justin Goldman: “Knowing full well that he had to improve in some 
crucial technical areas, I really appreciated Matt’s demeanor over the 
weekend. He never gave up on any of the drills and he showed me that 
he really wanted to get better. I think the willingness to learn is clearly 
there, it’s just a matter of being able to execute his game at a higher level. 
He needs to continue to work hard in the weight room as well, which will 
vastly improve his mobility and consistency on the ice.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Something that I would like a coach, scout, or recruiter to know is that 
I am extremely hard-working, will do anything to improve my game and 
advance, and lastly, I will do anything it takes to be successful. Along with 
that I love being part of a team, and the bond that it brings.” -Knuth

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Matt’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 763-234-6310
E-MAIL: matt.knuth96@gmail.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf


Jordan Langness
DOB: Aug. 4, 1995 | 5-9, 165 lbs

A duel-sport standout from Somerset, WI, Jordan Langness had quite 
the successful season. His team set the school record (Somerset HS) for 
the most wins in a season (18), and posted below a 2.00 goals-against 
average and above a .930 save percentage.  

An all-conference goalie for his junior and senior years, Jordan was 
also awarded as the Team MVP two years in a row, as well as an All-State 
honorable mention. To cap things off, he made the Senior Tournament 
team in his region and was invited to the Team Wisconsin final tryouts.

An aggressive goaltender at heart, Jordan likes to attack shooters. His 
style makes it obvious he’s a baseball player, as he often jumps out at 
shooters like a shortstop attacking a ground ball. 

Beyond his performance on the ice, Jordan is committed off the ice as 
well. Whether it’s jogging, stretching, going through a dryland session, 
or lifting weights, it always seems like he’s doing something to become 
a better athlete. He can juggle, and he is keyed into eating well. He 
understands the importance of getting proper rest. He speaks like a true 
professional and is very business like with his routine and his approach.

“The way I battle and find ways to make a save makes me unique,” 
Jordan said. “Because I’m not the biggest goalie, I have found it is 
important to scramble when necessary. I’m also working on rebound 
control, because it is a small thing that makes a big difference.”

Despite his self-professed flaws, Jordan has solid fundamentals and 
a strong lower body, so he doesn’t allow a lot of “leaky” goals. He seals 
the ice well and he was one of the stronger goalies in the off-ice testing.    

Because he’s a multi-sport athlete, Jordan plays a carefree style, 
devoid of the pressures of having to always win or always be the best. 
This actually gives him an advantage in the mental realm, as he is quick 
to get over a bad goal or a bad set of reps. He is nonchalant and cool to 
the core, yet still maintains a strong work ethic and a willingness to learn.

“Getting angry after giving up a goal or losing a game can only hurt 
your performance and make you look foolish,” Jordan said. 

    
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ As a duel-sport athlete, Jordan has excellent lower-body strength and 
eye-hand coordination. His strength was on display in the off-ice testing, 
as he was first overall in the Jumps in 60 Seconds category (79). His 
aggressiveness is to be admired, and he competes hard in the crease.

+ Jordan tends to look a little awkward and imbalanced in the net at times. 
His gear is not optimized to fit him in a manner that maximizes his net 
coverage, so he exposes some small holes that should otherwise be 
covered. At 5-foot-9, it will be important for him to look as big as possible 
without having to force himself to constantly challenge or attack shooters. 

+ Jordan’s active hands and stick is another one of his strengths. He is 
very good in terms of his natural reactions and he reads aerial angles 
well. He is able to shift and adjust their positioning when scrambling and 
battling around the crease, allowing him to get pieces of shots without 
defaulting into a blocking mode. 

+ Jordan’s skating is considered a strength, but it is still an area he 
can further polish and refine. He can execute sound C-cuts, sculls, and 
T-pushes, but with more goalie training this summer, it will help him 
elevate those skills to the next level.

+ Jordan has a tendency to flare out his feet too much and get too wide 
while on his skates, which makes him vulnerable to kicking out bad 
rebounds. With a slightly narrower stance and more gathered butterfly, 
his efficiency on first saves will allow him to stay upright and more stable 
when sliding to cover rebounds or second opportunities.

+ This is a small thing, but replacing the tinted neck guard with a clear 
one may allow him to see pucks better when they are at his feet or directly 
underneath him. In some instances, it seemed to hinder his ability to 
cover loose pucks or track pucks into his upper chest area. 

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Jordan is a competitor and has a blue-collar work ethic 
that will transcend whatever sport he plays. If you look small in the net, 
I think you need to do things to look bigger in the net, and that would be 
my advice for him moving forward.”

AJ Bucchino: “I’ve coached Jordan for three years and he’s one hell 
of an athlete. I think if he got consistent goalie training all the time, he’d 
be a great undersized goalie. But he’s also a stud baseball player, so 
he focuses on that a lot as well. He gets recruited heavily and he has 
to make some decisions there. I think he definitely has the tools, but 
he’s in an environment where he has been doing it mostly on his own. 
Technically, he’s an aggressive goalie. I love his stick work and he has 
great hands, and one thing that’s very underrated is his battling and his 
vision through traffic. He finds pucks off sticks and gives himself a chance 
to make big saves.”

Justin Goldman: “When he was down and almost out, I really appreciated 
how Jordan somehow found a way to get pieces of pucks. He has a bit 
of a weird look in the crease, with smaller shoulders and a wider base, 
so I don’t think his net coverage was optimal. But you could tell he was 
a baseball player by the way he reacted with his hands, how he tracked 
pucks, and with his overall lower-body strength. He was very quiet off the 
ice and really impressed me with his scores in the dryland testing.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I want a goalie coach, scout or recruiter to criticize me without any bias. 
I don’t want them to hold back at all.” -Langness

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Jordan’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Wisconsin Prep
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 715-781-4947 
E-MAIL: jordangoalie30@hotmail.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.wisconsinprephockey.net/roster_players/1911696%3Fsubseason%3D81332
http://www.coachseye.com/otEp


Dyllan Lubbesmeyer
DOB: Dec. 6, 1996 | 5-11, 165 lbs

The Burnsville Blaze High School hockey program is well-recognized 
in the state of Minnesota for developing quality talent, and Dyllan 
Lubbesmeyer has a chance to be the team’s future in goal.

As a sophomore this year, Dyllan played almost every game for the 
JV squad, while also practicing with the varsity team on a daily basis. He 
only lost a few games all season long, and ended up taking second place 
in the Gold Division of the Schwann Cup. He finished the year with eight 
shutouts and close to a .930 save percentage.

“I personally played strong throughout the year, hoping to get another 
varsity start like I did as a freshman, but that didn’t happen,” Dyllan said. 

Nevertheless, with a very successful season under his belt, 
Lubbesmeyer is committed to earning a spot on the Varsity team as a 
junior. He clearly has the raw skills to accomplish this feat, but it may 
come down to how hard he battles against his competition in the Fall.

Fortunately for Dyllan, he has a great blue collar work ethic and a 
never-give-up attitude that makes him a mentally strong athlete.

“Mental toughness is when you put in that extra rep, keep pushing, and 
never give up or quit, even though you may be tired,” Dyllan explained. 
“My philosophy is that hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t 
work hard, and that’s why I’m going to strive to be the hardest working 
goaltender during tryouts.”

Dyllan is not considered a flashy goalie, but he makes saves in a very 
effective and positionally sound manner. He has good size for his age and 
works hard when repping out game-situation or skating-oriented drills. 

“Unlike a lot of goalies, I’m not lazy and will do whatever it takes to 
make the save,” Dyllan said. “Being a baseball player, I have a pretty 
quick glove too, which is hard to score on. I try to play like my favorite 
goalie, Jimmy Howard, as much as possible.”

Lubbesmeyer’s self-proclaimed comparison to Howard is quite apt. 
They are both quiet and unassuming goalies with a strong positional base 
and great glove hand. The glove hand skills stem from his years playing 
baseball as both a pitcher and a catcher.

That multi-sport dimension is certainly an advantage for Dyllan moving 
forward, as more and more goalies are being taught to utilize the Finnish 
philosophy of having very active hands. 

And who knows, a strong glove could even be the edge needed to 
reach his goal of making the Burnsville Blaze Varsity hockey team. 

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Dyllan’s background in baseball shines a light on his style. He excels 
at tracking pucks from all areas, and through traffic. His eye-hand 
coordination is one of his biggest strengths. Whether he is falling forward 
or backward, if he establishes good eye attachment, he almost always 
finds a way to get a piece of the shot.

+ Over the weekend, both USHL head coaches admired Dyllan’s ability 
to stay square to shooters and take heavy shots off the chest and body 
without shying or turning away from them. His ability to work hard in every 
drill stood out and separated him from the other goalies in his group.

+ Dyllan’s work ethic and determination is another main strength of 
his. On drills where the play continues until the puck is covered or the 
shooter scores, Dyllan kept plugging away and kept himself in the play 
for extended periods of time. Even when he was down, he wasn’t out.  

+ Dyllan has to consider fixing the knee stacks on his leg pads (see 
picture -- right side). They were extremely loose and were flapping back 
and forth, which may be hindering his ability to skate efficiently. 

+ Dyllan’s skating can improve drastically. He did not have the most fluid 
stride, so his overall footwork should be an area of focus this summer.

+ Dyllan is big to the puck and has good balance on his skates. He drops 
and recovers with ease. He is not tense or hesitant when executing the 
hybrid butterfly. He is open to criticism and can make adjustments quickly.
  
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Lubbes is a blue collar worker and he’s going to improve a 
lot. He needs to work on the width of his butterfly because he was falling 
over sometimes. He’s a battler and I really like him as a kid and he has 
good potential. He has a tremendous ability to keep his eyes on the puck. 
He trains with us on Sunday mornings and makes spectacular saves.”

AJ Bucchino: “Dyllan reminds me of Jaroslav Halak. He’s always playing 
with a big upper body and makes saves consistently. He needs to prove it 
to me still, but every coach over the weekend came up to me and asked 
me about him. Derek and Jon both commented on his ability to battle. If 
he tightens up a bit and continues to grow and mature, he’ll be excellent.”

Justin Goldman: “Off the ice, Dyllan is pretty quiet and kind of coy, but 
on the ice, he’s really engaged, and I loved that about him. He seems to 
have great character and wants to be a good kid and represent his school 
with pride. But he has to fix his pads. The knee stacks are flapping in 
the wind and I seriously think it hinders his ability to skate and perform. 
Otherwise, he was one of the more promising 96-born goalies.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I never drink, smoke, chew, or utter profanity. I try to be as respectful as 
possible around other players, coaches, and fans. I stay out of trouble in 
general and push myself hard in school. My GPA last semester was a 3.68, 
so no matter what it is, I’ll put myself through it if it means success for my 
team. I’m honored to be a part of this tour and will represent ProHybrid 
and Burnsville with the best behavior and effort.” -Lubbesmeyer

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Dyllan’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 206-498-2996 
E-MAIL: lubbesmeyer88@gmail.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
%0Dhttp://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/1958197%3Fsubseason%3D79765
http://www.coachseye.com/Xa04


George McLeod
DOB: May 19, 1996 | 5-11, 190 lbs

Today’s quality young goaltender is more technically consistent than 
ever before. As a result, the difference between one goalie making the 
team and one getting cut is usually what skills they have between the ears. 
Being “mentally tough” is a cliche term, but it is still absolutely essential to 
having success when facing pressure or any type of adversity. 

In that regard, George McLeod is the epitome of a goalie that has 
taken a lickin’ and kept on tickin’. 

“What separates me from other goaltenders is the way I handle 
adversity. I have already had major surgeries on both hips, and have 
experienced what it is like to physically not be able to play,” McLeod 
explained. “I have personally battled through that experience, which is 
something not many goalies my age have dealt with. I think that has given 
me an advantage, both mentally and physically.” 

Not only did the hip surgeries instill a strong off-ice work ethic in 
McLeod, it helped him learn how to appreciate every practice and game. 

“I bring so much energy to the rink. I’m a really upbeat guy that can 
lighten a mood, but I also know when I need to be serious,” he said.

George’s ability to maintain a balance with his goaltending personality 
helped Cretin Derham Hall High School have a successful season.

“It was a rebuild year for our team, but we still managed to be 
successful,” McLeod said. “We were ranked 14th in the state and I think 
that’s because we all bonded and became so close with each other. I 
played very consistent throughout the season, maintaining a .914 save 
percentage and a 2.67 goals-against average.” 

Considered by his coaches to be an adaptable goalie, he has come 
a long way in terms of his skill development over the past few seasons. 

“I really improved on reading the play and communicating with my 
defensemen this year. I think a team with good communication only sets 
itself up for success,” he said. 

Communication is a vital concept for a goalie like McLeod, as it allows 
him to not only succeed in moving the puck up the ice, but it also allows 
him to interact with his coaches and learn as much as possible about 
what does or does not work for him. 

“My own goaltending philosophy is to use what works for you,” he 
stated. “Take what all coaches have to tell you into consideration, but use 
what can work to your benefit, and always remember to be open minded.”

    
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ George is a solid positional goalie but needs to get quicker and lighter 
on his skates. He has learned to absorb a lot of initial shots since he does 
not have the most flexible or pliable muscles in the hip region.  He has 
a quiet body and does a good job of maximizing his net coverage with 
broad shoulders and a big upper body. 

+ When he doesn’t control a rebound, George stays calm and does a 
good job of maintaining a seal with the ice. He is not the type of goalie 
that will scramble excessively or display active hands, so he may want to 
work on adding a little more of that element to his positional style.

+ George would benefit from holding his glove in a more active manner. 
His elbow is tucked tightly to his side and may restrict his ability to react 
quickly from time to time. 

+ George was one of the strongest goalies off the ice, and despite the hip 
surgeries, has a very powerful core and upper leg area. This allows him 
to play with a lot of energy and stay strong on the posts. 

+ George does a lot of weight lifting off the ice, but must balance his 
workouts with more plyometrics and dynamic stretches. 

+ George would benefit from being able to make saves outside of the 

technical box from time to time. He is square and solid on initial shots, 
but if he has to attack rebounds, he needs to be able to do so without 
hesitation or fear of being caught out of position. 
    
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I think George is really strong, but he needs to become 
quicker and lighter in the crease. He has a super strong core and really 
strong legs, so he has to balance that out with some quicker feet and 
better speed. I like his work ethic and I think he’s a little anxious at times, 
which may get the best of him. He’s wondering how other people and 
situations are working out. I think he has the ability to make some big 
saves though. I think he is technically sound, too.”

AJ Bucchino: “By talking to him, I know he is analytical and thinks 
the position really well, but I notice that sometimes he asks the same 
questions over and over again. I would also like to see him take more 
risks in the net.”

Justin Goldman: “There was an interesting juxtaposition to George’s 
performance in camp. On the ice, he was a very positionally sound goalie 
but I wanted to see him be more dynamic. He was textbook and square, 
but not overly agile or athletic. But off the ice, he was very dynamic, 
interactive, and loose around the coaches. Like AJ said, I would love 
to see George be able to contort and stretch for some loose pucks, as 
opposed to always sitting back and letting pucks just try and hit him. But 
his physical strength was impressive and he was very easy to talk to.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“One thing I would want a scout to know about me is how fast I can bond 
with other hockey players and coaches. I create good relationships with 
other players and I think that works in my favor because then we become 
so supportive of each other. I feel that my ability to bond with other players 
really helps me improve as a goalie, and as a teammate.” -McLeod

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view George’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: mcleod.george@c-dh.org

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/1978646
http://www.coachseye.com/4fwC


Luke Pickar
DOB: Nov. 19, 1996 | 6-0, 190 lbs

Thanks to one of the strongest resumes and academic backgrounds, 
Luke Pickar entered and exited the ProHybrid Training USHL Prospects 
Camp as one of the more highly-touted goaltenders in the group.

Not only was he selected to attend this exposure camp, but he attended 
the USHL Combine for 1996-born players as well. He also attended the 
Des Moines Buccaneers goalie invite camp back in 2011 ,as well as the 
Lincoln Stars Future Prospects Camp in 2010. 

In the 2011-12 season, Pickar won the “Pride, Hustle, Desire Award” 
for the Seattle Junior Midget AA U-18 group. This award was given to 
the player demonstrating the characteristics of going the extra mile to 
improve their development. He was the top-ranked 96-born goalie in the  
Washington State PNAHA Select camp four years in a row (2010-13) 
and was also selected to attend the USA Hockey Pacific District Select 
Development Camp four years in a row. 

All accolades and invites aside, this season was somewhat inconsistent 
for Pickar and the Chicago Fury AAA team. 

“One week we would be beating top teams in the country, and two 
weeks later, we were losing to lower ranked teams,” Luke explained. “I 
guess it goes to show how unpredictable the sport can be. I felt that I 
played well, but it was a year of growth for me. I struggled at the beginning 
adjusting to the speed, but as I played more and more, I played better and 
better. My team was rather inconsistent in our play, and as a result, we did 
not win any tournaments.”

A self-described hybrid goalie, Luke can be extremely technical at 
times, but he is capable of battling for pucks and making dynamic saves. 
His skating skills and his ability to seal the ice are very impressive for his 
age, and while he is very quiet and unassuming off the ice, he flips the 
switch when he puts on the mask and competes very hard. 

That competitiveness stems from a strong understanding of the mental 
game. Analytical by nature, he’s mature emotionally for his age. 

“My personal definition of mental toughness would be being able to 
work hard and prepare for the next shot even after a goal or two have 
gone in,” Pickar explained. “My main philosophy is ‘What’s Important 
Next’ or WIN for short; it means to always focus on the next shot and 
making the next save.”
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Aside from his great skating skills, Pickar has a wide butterfly and good 
hands. He is technically sound and is very responsive on his edges. He 
seals the ice well and pucks had a knack for sticking to his body.

+ His off-ice training is comprehensive. He works on his conditioning by 
utilizing workout programs like INSANITY and Yoga. He pays attention to 
detail both on and off the ice and does a good job of applying advanced 
techniques in an effective and polished manner for his age. 

+ His overall level of compete separated him from the pack over the 
weekend. He carries a confident attitude and has the mentality of a 
starting goalie, so he is tough to beat when he’s on top of his game. 

+ Analytical and observant, Luke reads plays well and does an excellent 
job of tracking pucks into and off of his body. He can read the release of a 
shooter in a confident manner. He is good through traffic and knows how 
to maintain body control when making both reaction and blocking saves. 

+ Luke is multi-dimensional, but must make sure he is staying patient 
on his skates and not dropping too early. With a wide stance, he has 
the tendency to let momentum override his instincts and reactions, thus 
pulling his knees to the ice too soon. 

+ Simply put, Luke needs to be able to better interact with his teammates.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I really like Luke’s stance. If you were to put all 24 goalies 
in a row and just looked at their stances before they do anything, he looks 
very gathered. He doesn’t have any holes and he has good balance front 
to back. I didn’t see him really interacting with anyone this weekend, but 
you could tell he was processing information when I talked to him.”

AJ Bucchino: “I have a heart for Luke. I’ve seen him play in tournaments 
during the season and he’s actually a stud in the winter. Technically 
and athletically he just kind of fit in this weekend, but he’s had a lot of 
success in Tier-I hockey for a 96-born goalie. I think that he can get a lot 
better, and then when that happens, he’ll really be a great goalie. He was 
always in position and at the top of the crease. But one thing I told him all 
weekend was to get his hips up and his elbows out. Other than that, he’s 
a good first-save goalie and a good skater and appears to be a very solid 
and consistent puck stopper in every game.”

Justin Goldman: “Against the high-caliber shooters, I thought Luke 
excelled at making pucks stick to him. He was unfazed by heavy shots 
and did not appear hesitant or hurried on many shots. I think he needs to 
be a little more personable off the ice, but I loved his focus this weekend.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“The most important lesson I’ve learned lately is to just relax, play the 
game, and try to focus solely on the game. It doesn’t matter who’s in 
the stands watching, just play your game. I have also learned it doesn’t 
matter who the shooters are, either. It’s still the same game.” -Pickar

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Luke’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Personal Player Profile
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 206-498-2996 
E-MAIL: l.pickar96@gmail.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/pickar_luke.doc
http://www.coachseye.com/8Q3i


Drew Scites
DOB: May 6, 1998 | 5-11, 185 lbs

Not only was Drew Scites considered the top 1998-born goalie in the 
ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour, he also led the charge on one of the top 
Bantam teams in the United States this season.

Behind a 32-9-3 record, a 1.70 goals-against average, and 11 total 
shutouts, Scites powered the Detroit Compuware AAA team to a 46-14-7 
record and a 5th-overall ranking in the USA Bantam Major league.

“We made several semi-finals of major tournaments, including 
Silver Sticks and the Nike Bauer Invitational, and won two consolation 
championships,” Scites said. “Overall, I believe I had a very good year.”

Scites was rewarded for his efforts by being invited to participate in 
USA Hockey’s prestigious Warren Strelow National Development goalie 
camp in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Known for being a very strong positional butterfly goalie with good 
patience on his skates, Scites is like a bulldog in the crease. He’s rabid 
for loose pucks, he never appears intimidated or fazed by pressure, and 
he can work and battle past the point of exhaustion. 

Sure enough, combined with his overall skill set, Drew’s ability to 
compete separated him from the pack. Although he just turned 15 in May, 
Scites was the second-youngest goalie in the camp, but looked more like 
a seasoned junior goalie. 

“I am a competitor who will battle to win every game,” Drew said. “I 
want to be place into the most difficult games so I can challenge myself 
against the best to become the best myself.”

With overall strength acting as the catalyst for his ability to win games 
and thrive in a grueling schedule, Scites attributes this success to a well-
balanced off-ice regime.

“My off-ice training takes place three-to-five days a week and is multi-
focused on overall strength development, speed training, and flexibility,” 
Scites said. “In addition, I work on my eye-hand coordination a few days 
a week to develop quick, relaxed hands.”  

All the accolades aside, Drew will be the first to tell you that he’s 
nowhere near where he wants to be as a goalie. He even provided a list 
of three areas he plans on working on this summer.

“I want to continue to develop patience and work on not committing 
first,” Drew said. “Also how to anchor position properly on a post-to-post 
move without over-sliding. And finally, how to position my stick at 45 
degrees to deaden the puck against my stick on dump-ins.”

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Drew is a very strong positional goalie with great patience. For a 
15-year-old, he has an excellent technical foundation to his game. He’s a 
strong skater and has solid quickness. 

+ Drew also excels in areas such as puck-moving and passing, post 
coverage, wraparounds, and arriving to angles early. He does not have to 
lunge or reach out with his hands to make a lot of saves. 

+ Drew brings a calm, even-keeled approach to the crease. He does 
the job quietly and rarely beats himself. He has a bulldog mentality and 
instills confidence in his teammates.

+ Drew is a gritty goaltender in the sense that he can push through 
exhausting drills and a focused and intense disposition. He moves with 
visible energy and he’s unwavering when battling for loose pucks. 

+ Drew’s mechanics are more polished than most goalies his age. His 
mind and body is also mature for his age, so he maintains body control 
where others lose balance or can’t hold their edges when reacting.

+ Drew’s physical strength is very impressive for his age. He had the 
fastest time of everyone in the group in the Herbies drill at :55 seconds. 

+ Drew needs to work on his coachability. He has been known to be 
slightly arrogant and unreceptive at times, but also responds well to 
criticism. An open mind will give him a deeper understanding of what 
does and doesn’t work for him, making him a better goalie in the long run.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Drew is an absolute horse. He has the deepest tank of any 
goalie that I’ve ever worked with. He was repping out 115 pounds in one 
of the training drills and after he did 70, we just told him to stop. He can 
skate forever and he has the fastest Herbie time of anyone. He’s a good 
puck handler and his net play is strong. He’s a blue chip prospect for sure. 
He is one of the top three goalies in the Nation for 98’s and USA Hockey 
considers him as one, so it’s all laid out for him.”

AJ Bucchino: “I think Drew is identical to Michal Neuvirth. I think he’ll 
be a stud, but his demeanor still shines a light. He has come a long 
way, but he needs to become more coachable. I didn’t believe in him at 
first, but now I do. He’s great in the Winter and sets records, and that’s 
what counts. Not only does he transition well, but very rarely does he get 
caught going into the splits. His ability to transition with the play in control 
is really good for a ‘98. He also learns from the last rep or set or drill.”

Justin Goldman: “In terms of his overall game, Scites is mature beyond 
his years. He’s calculated and analytical, so I really like the way he reads 
plays and makes things easy on himself. He has tremendous potential.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I love to play the game of hockey and want to make myself the best that 
I can be. I’m a great teammate and will support my team in all situations, 
while also challenging them to be their best. I will be a great addition to 
your team and will represent your club to the best of my abilities.” -Scites

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Drew’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

ADDITIONAL STATS:

Team Website

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 763-443-3683 
E-MAIL: Doug.Scites@polaris.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://hphl.stats.pointstreak.com/playerpage.html%3Fplayerid%3D6238855%26seasonid%3D9414
http://thegoalieguild.com


Daniel Swail
DOB: Feb. 6, 1997 | 5-10, 145 lbs

Like most promising sophomore high school goalies in Minnesota, 
Daniel Swail dominated at the JV level, but was hoping to earn a handful 
of starts for the varsity team. 

Unfortunately, the Lakeville South H.S. varsity team was short on talent 
after losing a solid senior class, which included last year’s Mr. Hockey, 
Justin Kloos. As a result, Swail was limited to just two starts all season 
long. The team started off strong with some good wins against top teams, 
but finished the season poorly and lost their sectional title game, thus 
eliminating them from the State Tournament.  

“As a sophomore, I felt I didn’t get the opportunity to play much on the 
varsity team, even though I was a capable varsity goalie,” Daniel said. “I 
had reasonable expectations going into the season; I did not expect to 
play every game over the senior captain goalie, but our coach played him 
95-percent of the time. I played well in my first game of varsity, but my 
second varsity game was average, and then I was never given a chance 
to play varsity again. Fortunately, I played numerous JV games and was 
strong in those to close out the season.”  

Known to play a hybrid style with a positional base, Swail displayed 
good active hands, strong angle play, and good patience on his skates 
over the weekend. He was wearing new Vaughn V5 goalie pads and 
gloves, so while his mobility and rebound control was questionable at 
times, he still looked comfortable in the crease.

One advantage that Swail has over his counterparts is support and 
guidance from his father, Tim Swail, who was a former NCAA goaltender. 
Not only does that give Daniel an edge when it comes to reflecting on 
games, but it helps him in the technical realm as well.

“My Dad was a college goalie and he helps me a lot with all parts of my 
game, so I’m lucky to have that as a part of my life,” Swail said. “That’s 
unique - most goalies don’t have a Dad that played college hockey.”

While he clearly embraces the support he receives from his father,  
Swail knows that he must get stronger this summer. He was one of the 
weakest goalies in the camp in the off-ice training tests, and you can tell 
he is still clearly maturing physically and growing into his body.

But away from the rink and the weight room, Swail is considered an 
easy-going, honest, and family-oriented guy. He is calm and cool in his 
approach and after a season of not getting to play as much as he’d like, 
he knows how to let the little things  get under his skin. 

“I’ve learned that you need to make the most of every situation, and this 
past season made this very evident,” Swail explained. “Now I know I have 
to prove myself again when the next chance come around.”

   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ A few of Daniel’s main strengths are his overall patience and natural 
instincts. He has a really deep toolbox and can make a wide variety of 
different types of saves depending on the situation. 

+ Daniel does a good job of playing a hybrid “read and react” butterfly 
style. He excels at contorting his body and making micro-adjustments in 
order to improve his angle or squareness to the puck. 

+ When in his prepared stance prior to a shot being taken, Daniel looks 
very comfortable and well-balanced. His head and body is forward, he 
stays upright without hunching over, and he has a solid crouch. 

+ Daniel does a good job of arriving at his angles in a timely manner, but 
he could be more explosive with his first push. He is smooth and fluid 
when dropping and recovering, and he has good stick positioning.

+ Daniel displayed disciplined hands throughout the weekend. He did a 
good job of reacting up from the down position and had the quickness to 
make subtle and surprising poke checks. 

+ Daniel’s biggest weakness is his physical attributes. He must work hard 
this summer on improving his core, leg, and upper body strength. The 
coaching staff noticed that a lot of pucks were slipping underneath his 
pads this weekend, and he was not snapping his knees down to the ice.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Daniel has competed and has had success at a high level 
for many years. He is still maturing physically, but it’s easy to see why 
he has been very successful overall. He does a great job of reading and 
anticipating the play. I thought his new gear looked heavy on him this past 
weekend. I think the key for Daniel to continue the success he has had 
in the past is to gain strength and power through intense off-ice training.” 

AJ Bucchino: “He’s got a lot of great tools and he’s fun to watch. He is 
a little behind physically, but he does the right things in the crease. He is 
very compact, knows when to stretch, knows when to push, knows when 
to slide, knows when to get there on his feet. But I just feel like he’s a bit 
too passive at times, and he definitely needs to learn how to work off the 
ice and get stronger.”

Justin Goldman: “Because Swail was wearing new pads this weekend, 
it was a little tough to get a good read on him. When preparing to face a 
shot, his stance was very natural and comfortable. He was laid back off 
the ice and I could tell he had a lot of confidence in his on-ice abilities.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“I’m an honest kid and a good friend, my family is very important to me, 
and they have raised me to be someone with character and faith. I’m an 
asset to a team, never a problem. I’ve always been a contributor to my 
team and have played a role in all the successes of each of those teams.  
With the right training and goalie coach, I know I will become a great 
goalie that a team can count on day in and day out.” -Swail

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Daniel’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - MN Hockey Hub

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: tim.swail@bovedainc.com

http://thegoalieguild.com
http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/1950549


Will Swanson
DOB: Oct. 20, 1997 | 5-11, 165 lbs

Will Swanson entered the ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour with 
unparalleled success this season compared to his crease cohorts; he 
won a state championship and three other tournament titles. 

Posting a 42-9-3 record with the Mahtomedi Bantam A team, “Swanny” 
amassed an unfathomable 15 shutouts, a 1.55 goals-against average, 
and a .930 save percentage. He also led his team to the New Hope 
Invitational tournament title, in addition to his trifecta of playoff titles 
(District, Region, State). In those three Playoff Championship games, he 
allowed just one goal combined, posting a .986 SV%. 

Not bad for a kid that didn’t start skating until he was a 2nd-year Squirt. 
“That first year in goal, I was at the lowest level, the C-team, and it was 

a learning year for me,” Swanson reflected. “The following year, however, 
I made the top level PeeWee-A team as a first-year and was the only 
goalie on a team full of much more experienced players. We had a great 
year, and I have been playing at the ‘A’ level ever since.” 

Known as a goalie that plays extremely well under pressure, Swanson 
loves the challenge of being “the guy” and having people count on him to 
be the best player on the ice.

Part of Will’s success may have been team oriented, but it also came 
from idolizing and mimicking one of his favorite goalies, Jonathan Quick. 
Known as one of the most dominant goalies in the world, Quick has 
something in common with Swanson; they’re both league champs.

“I love watching Quick play because of how energetic he is in the net. 
He challenges the shooter and stays really low to the ice, which are both 
things that I try to do,” Swanson said. “I also feel that he is one of the best 
at never giving up on any plays. I think that because of this, he is able to 
make some saves that other goalies simply can’t. Naturally, I try to have 
the same sort of intensity and mindset whenever I play.”

Although every goalie in the world wants to be like Quick, Swanson 
realizes he has to develop his own game and create his own identity.

“One thing that makes me totally unique would be my ability to help 
my defensemen and really be a part of the team, while still making time 
for my own preparation,” Swanson said. “I try to help my defense with 
picking up guys in front of the net because I feel that it gives my team an 
advantage that can make all of the difference in a game.”

Speaking of preparation, not everything was all peaches and cream for 
Swanson immediately following this season. He was playing at what he 
believed was too low a level to kick things off, and even though he knew 
he was capable of having success at a higher level, he never stopped 
working hard. It was a tough experience to go through at the time, but a 
necessary one.

“I have learned that preparation is something that cannot by over-
looked. It helps me stay calm and confident in the crease, even if things 
aren’t going as planned,” Swanson said. “I also learned that hardship is a 
part of having success. Last offseason, I was put into a tier that I felt was 
too easy for me. But I realized that not giving my best effort wouldn’t help 
anything, so I worked as hard as I could.” 

A month later, Swanson’s coach chose to move him not only one level, 
but two levels higher. The rest, as they say, is history.  

“I realized the challenge that I was presented with, and now I am eager 
to keep on developing my game throughout the off-season.” 

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Swanson is a quick and athletic butterfly goalie that plays low to the 
ice. He does a great job of controlling pucks off his body and making 
explosive yet fluid first strides with his movements. He was one of the 
better skaters in camp and looked comfortable all weekend long. 

+ Swanson has good instincts and can get his hands on quick aerial 
shots due to solid tracking skills. He excels at recovering with balance 
and rotating his hips in order to square up his shoulders to one-timers 

and cross-crease shots. His skating skills allow him to challenge shooters 
quickly while still maintaining a pad good seal with the ice.

+ Swanson was effective at covering his posts and integrating his 
body into the post with ease. He was not rigid or uncomfortable when 
scrambling for loose pucks, so he has the ability to battle and put his body 
in a position to make a big second save, or execute a last-second stretch.

+ Since Will has a tendency to get low and wide with a pronounced 
crouch, he has to be aware of his upper body positioning. A straight back 
will help with his net coverage and allow him to still build a solid wall when 
dropping into his wide butterfly.

+ Swanson has a calm yet focused presence in the crease. He is 
responsive and precise and rarely looked rattled or uncontrolled in 
his execution. He was very coachable and had a good attitude in all 
situations. Even when he was tired, he moved with power and control. 

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I think Will is a great skater. He’s a bit undersized, but has 
tremendous spirit, is always smiling, and loves to battle and work hard. 
He did really well at my stations all weekend long. He’s made it as one 
of  the Top-8 Goalies in Minnesota for 97-born goalies last year, and he’ll 
most certainly do it again this year after winning a State Championship.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“It’s extremely important to have confidence in the crease, so setting 
goals that I can accomplish throughout a game gives me more and 
more confidence with every one that I accomplish. My philosophy as a 
goaltender is to be prepared for every game, both mentally and physically. 
I also like to be consistent in the way I prepare, as I feel like it gives me an 
edge over my opponents.” -Swanson

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Will’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Team Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: meekswan@comcast.net

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/page/show/683162-mahtomedi
http://www.coachseye.com/gR0Y


Peter Thome
DOB: May 24, 1997 | 6-2, 165 lbs

Because of his size and his sheer raw athletic ability, Peter Thome is 
regarded as one of the most valuable 1997-born goalies in Minnesota. He 
most recently played for Benilde St. Margaret’s High School, but did not 
play up to his -- or anyone else’s -- expectations. 

That means this is an important off-season to make some vital 
adjustments, and it all started with his participation in ProHybrid Training’s 
USHL Prospcects Tour.

“My team was very poor in the sense that they struggled to score goals 
and consistently help me out with clearing rebounds and giving less 
Grade-A scoring chances,” Thome said. “However, I know that I had an 
extremely poor season. While my numbers were good, they don’t tell the 
whole story, because I would let in goals that I have the ability to save at 
crucial junctures in games. All in all, I played poorly considering my skill 
level, and the way I know I can play and wins games for my team.”

If anything, you have to love the honesty. It is rare for a kid his age, 
especially one with so much upside and potential.

When Thome is in the crease, he is a treat to watch. He is a tremendous 
skater and fills the net extremely well with his frame. He has a presence 
about him, and his ability to make different types of saves in different 
situations proves he has the ability to draw from a very, very deep toolbox. 

But if he is to add to his toolbox, after a pretty important learning 
experience in the exposure camp, Thome now knows he has to work 
smarter mentally. Frustration consumed his body and mind during many 
of the drills over the weekend, which resulted in too much negative body 
language at the wrong times. It affected the way he competed in the 
crease and didn’t allow him to play up to his true capabilities.

Nevertheless, there is so much to love about Thome’s potential. And it 
starts with his unique save selections and “outside the box” style.

“I try not to model my after anyone, because I am not them, I am me,” 
he said. “I play the way I play because it works for me and they play 
the way they do because it works for them. With that being said, I still 
enjoy watching athletic goalies like Sergei Bobrovsky, Jonathan Quick, 
and Semyon Varlamov.”

Drawing inspiration from three of the most agile, athletic, responsive, 
and aggressive goalies in the world comes as no surprise if you’ve seen 
Thome play before. For a young prospect that has the type of frame 
that dictates a more blocking, conservative butterfly style (think Corey 
Crawford), Thome is the antithesis of that approach. He pushes into 
shots, he competes extremely hard, he is thirsty to soak up loose pucks, 
and he does it all with tons of energy.

“What separates me from other goalies is my desire to win and my no-
quit battle mentality,” Thome said. “I don’t know any goalies that want to 
stop the puck more than I do, and I will battle for pucks until the play is 
over and I’ve made the save.”
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Thome’s biggest strength is his ability to move athletically with a 6-foot-
2 frame. He plays a gritty style and competes extremely hard for every 
puck, even if it doesn’t incorporate the most economical or positionally 
sound movements. 

+ Thome is regarded as a top prospect in Minnesota because he is a 
dynamic puck-stopper with excellent skating skills. He has a natural skill-
set that allows him to make saves most goalies with his size simply can’t.

+ Thome reads the shot very well and can shift and adjust his arms 
and legs very well when the puck is in tight. He has a good sense of 
awareness and uses his skating skills to get something behind the puck, 
whether it’s a hand, an elbow, a shoulder, or a toe.

+ Thome has a committed off-ice regime which helps him grow into his 

frame while still maintaining a high level of athleticism.

+ Thome has to learn to mature in the crease and keep his emotions in 
check, as he was displaying bad body language in a number of drills. 

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “I have a big heart for Peter. I think he had the best feet and 
the best skating ability of everyone in the camp, but he was also one of 
the most immature kids in the group. Peter has tremendous skill set. He 
is so dynamic in the crease, and with the right nurturing, he can excel. I 
think it’s just mental maturity with him. He has to prove himself this year, 
so this summer is absolutely huge for him.”

AJ Bucchino: “Peter didn’t start playing goalie until later than most kids, 
so I think he still needs to learn how to act as a goalie. He only has 
training to judge himself because he hasn’t played a lot of games. So I 
think part of his immaturity comes from his lack of experience.”

Justin Goldman: “The sense I got from evaluating Peter this weekend 
was that it never seemed like he made the same type of save twice. He 
was very dynamic and outside-the-box with his save selections. I think 
one issue is that he was competing so hard to the point where he over-
exerted himself, and then he became exhausted and frustrated when he 
didn’t get the results he wanted. That caused him to become even more 
distracted and more negative, and then bad body language took over his 
game. I love the way he makes dynamic saves, and his size is awesome, 
but he really needs to mature and work on keeping things positive.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Mental toughness is being able to play at the same level consistently 
every time you step on the ice. No matter what, even if you are tired, 
you still have to be able to play at a very high level. I feel that the only 
fluctuation in your game should be going up, never down.” -Thome

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Peter’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Player Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: 206-498-2996 
E-MAIL: pthome15@bsmschool.org

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/1998311
http://www.coachseye.com/pPw0


Cole Weaver
DOB: Jan. 4, 1998 | 6-0, 156 lbs

When a 15-year-old goalie has the raw talent to entice Western Hockey 
League scouts and compete against the top players in his age group, the 
most essential skill he needs to be successful is excellent footwork. 

For Russell Stover Bantam Major goalie Cole Weaver, his solid skating 
skills is not only good enough, it’s what truly sets him apart from the rest 
of his competition. As such, he’s already being pursued by WHL teams.  

Throughout the weekend, the entire ProHybrid Training coaching staff 
commented on just how well Weaver skated. From polished recoveries 
and lengthy balanced lateral pushes, to his quickness in the response 
movement drills, to his :58s mark in the Herbies drill, Cole’s footwork 
stood out, even compared to the ‘94 and ‘95-born goalies.

Those quick feet came up big in the Colorado Super-98 Series 
tournament back in December, 2012. Weaver led his team to a 3-1-1 
record, which tied them for first place in the standings with the NSWC 
Winterhawks. But the tiebreaker gave Russell Stover the tourney title. 

On Day 2 of the tournament, Weaver showcased his skating skills and 
posted a 26-save shutout in a 1-0 win over the #21 ranked Indiana Jr. Ice.

But his pristine skating skills are not the only thing that separates 
Weaver from his counterparts.

“I believe my work ethic and athleticism makes me unique,” Cole said. 
“I feel like I have a rare combination of strength, speed, and focus. I’m a 
very kind person and a great teammate. I get along with everyone, and I 
have a good sense of humor.”

While he certainly displayed the type of personality that keeps things 
loose off the ice, when he was on the ice, he was always laser focused. 

In fact, in some instances, Cole’s focus was almost to the point of 
overwhelming, as there were many times where he appeared too tense, 
especially in the shoulders and upper body. But he’s working on it. 

When asked what he learned over the weekend, Weaver replied, “To 
work on playing more relaxed in the net and when I make a mistake, learn 
from it, and move on as quickly as possible.”

Regardless, Weaver proved he was in a constant state of learning 
during the ProHybrid USHL Prospects Tour, making it an invaluable 
experience that will boost his confidence heading into the off-season.  

STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Cole’s biggest strengths in the crease are his skating skills, agility, 
footwork, overall mobility, and his rebound control. He works hard in 
every drill and plays with a “chip on his shoulder” and a competitive edge. 

+ Weaver has great puck focus and reads plays well, but will want to 
improve on tracking aerial angles and making fluid saves with his hands.

+ Cole has tremendous control on his edges. His unique pad setup (see 
pic) allows him to re-gain an edge quicker when recovering from the 
down position back to his skates, making his first push an explosive one.

+ Cole’s ability to seal the ice with his pads and direct hard, low shots to 
the boards with an active stick is another one of his main strengths, as 
this type of rebound control is an elusive skill for a 15-year-old.

+ Cole needs to remember that working hard is important, but working 
smart is more effective. He has great energy in the crease, but he must 
be able to recognize situations where he can make some relaxed saves 
without displaying too much tension in his upper body and arms. 

+ Cole’s biggest area of focus needs to be in his overall upper body 
positioning. When crouching to make a save, he hunches over and 
pushes his head forward, which makes him smaller in the crease.

+ Cole has to continue to work on reading plays and his post coverage.

COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “We have trained Cole for four years and he has gained a 
great deal of skill. He understands the position thoroughly enough right 
now that he can be very successful, and he doesn’t need to be told a 
bunch of things during sessions. I think he is a tremendous skater and 
has strong technical base.” 

AJ Bucchino: “Cole is probably one of the best skaters I’ve seen in my 
life. His state of mind is a little different than other goalies and he is such 
a competitor. In the winter, he played for Russel Stover and had a lot of 
success. Fundamentally, I’ve worked with him a lot on his hands. He’s a 
goalie that competes and stops pucks.”

Justin Goldman: “It seems like a trivial thing, but when I saw Cole’s 
unique pad setup, I knew he was special. The fact he has the presence of 
mind to tuck his toe bridges under the front of his pads is a sign he thinks 
the game well and knows how to gain an edge when possible. It is this 
type of approach that I feel will make him successful at the higher levels.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“You won’t find anyone who is willing to work harder to get better. I will 
do everything in my power to make my team better and one of the worst 
things I can do is let myself, my coaches, and my team down.” -Weaver

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Cole’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Team Website    |    Coach’s Eye Video 1    |    Coach’s Eye Video 2 

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: BruceW@greatlakeseng.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://russellstoveraaahockey.com/
http://www.coachseye.com/B19M


Patrick Young
DOB: May 22, 1996 | 6-0, 160 lbs

Of all the goalies on ProHybrid’s USHL Prospects Tour, Patrick Young 
was clearly the most well-traveled...and well-dressed.

Those may seem like small things when it comes to a goalie’s overall 
performance and potential, but when a scout looks at the entire scope of 
evaluating a young talent, the little things can sometimes go a long way.

Young plays for one of Minnesota’s true powerhouses, Hill-Murray High 
School. The varsity team just recently made their second consecutive 
state tournament appearance, earning second place in a loss to Edina.

The JV team won 21 of 25 games this season, only losing by one 
goal in each of their four losses. Naturally, even though the team was 
dominant all season long, Young was a big part of their success. 

“I only lost one game this season while in net and I maintained around 
a .940 save percentage. I also finished the season having had a shutout 
in nearly half of my games,” Patrick said.

Aside from his unique traits -- a wide stance and fluid movements in 
the butterfly -- it is Patrick’s background and perseverance that really 
separates him from other goalies.

“Over the past six years, I have lived and played in three different 
countries; Holland, Canada, and the United States,” Patrick explained. 
“As expected, I have had many different goalie coaches who each 
possess their own training and teaching styles. I have been fortunate to 
have this opportunity to play around the world because it has allowed me 
to incorporate all of their styles into the style I use today.”

Patrick also had to push through a serious setback -- a fractured thigh 
injury that kept him away from any physical activities for six months.   

Due to Patrick’s experience traveling and playing hockey across the 
globe, he carries a respectable and professional off-ice attitude. He has 
moved eight times in his life, so making new friends and finding a way to 
stay positive in a new environment is par for the course.

As a result, Patrick has a well-rounded personality that welcomes 
everyone in, and for his age, he is a positive and uplifting athlete. 

“I have developed this personality on the basis of ‘time is too short’, 
fearing that relationships may not last as long as one may want, so I must 
make the most of every minute and opportunity,” Patrick said.

Well-traveled and well-spoken, Patrick has the character and 
experience to do what many goalies cannot; playing comfortably while 
being in an uncomfortable situation.
   
STRENGTHS & WEAKNESSES:

+ Patrick’s biggest strength is his low game. He has a wide butterfly on 
his skates and in the down position, so he seals the ice well and does a 
good job of directing low shots into the corners.

+ Patrick must get stronger. He was one of the weakest goalies in the 
off-ice training, and was unable to push his limits. This must be an area of 
focus if he plans to succeed at the varsity level for Hill Murray. 

+ Patrick is positionally sound and does a good job of playing at the top 
of his cease. He maintains a consistent depth and has a strong general 
awareness of where his body and legs are positioned in the crease.

+ Patrick needs to be careful how he positions his glove. There are times 
when he does not maximize his net coverage by holding the glove too 
tight to his body and with the pocket facing at an ineffective angle.

+ Patrick needs to make sure he is not tensing his upper body or getting 
“locked” in with his hips and legs. He had an issue absorbing shots off 
his chest and shoulders this weekend. Although he was able to make 
good reads, the width of his butterfly sometimes caused his downward 
momentum to override his decision making, thus forcing him to fight 
against gravity to stay patient or maintain balance and full net coverage.  

+ Patrick has a lot of passion and perseverence, so he’s very coachable. 
He is willing to learn anything and everything, and combined with his 
unique experience playing around the world, his maturity is a true strength.
  
COACH’S FEEDBACK:

Zach Sikich: “Patrick is a nice kid off the ice and I noticed how he dressed 
professionally all weekend. If you’re an analytical person with limited 
physical skills, it can be a detriment. If you have superior physical skills 
and you’re analytical, it can be a benefit, so Patrick needs to get stronger 
in the weight room. He was solid on the ice, but one of the weakest 
goalies in the group and that has to change if he wants to be better.”

AJ Bucchino: “Patrick is a thinker and a very smart goalie, but sometimes 
I feel like he thinks himself right out of the position. He’s very analytical 
and honestly I think time is going to flash by and he might look back 
and wonder why he didn’t just go out and play. I think he lacks some 
experience under pressure, so there’s a bit of indecisiveness in his game.”

Justin Goldman: “Patrick is a great skater and seals the ice well, so I 
liked his technical base. But he has to watch his ego. I got the impression 
that cared too much about the awesome saves he was making, and cared 
too much about what the coaching staff thought of him. It distracted him 
from playing in the moment and I think it caused him to struggle at times.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE:

“Over the last few months, the most important lesson that I have learned 
is that a team’s relationship seriously influences the outcome and success 
of the team as a whole. It’s strange to say, but I actually learned this from 
playing mens league hockey at 9:30pm every Wednesday night with my 
goalie coach, Casey Rooney. I found that, as long as everyone is positive 
and never doubts a teammate, everyone is successful.” -Young

OFF-ICE SCORES:

Click here to view Patrick’s scores in the off-ice testing program.

VIDEO & STATS:

Team Page - Hockey Hub
Coach’s Eye Video 1

CONTACT INFO:
PHONE: N/A 
E-MAIL: young.patrick14@yahoo.com

http://www.thegoalieguild.com/wp-content/uploads/phtestscores.pdf
http://www.mnhockeyhub.com/roster_players/2039887

